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City/ Index Air
Town Value Quality

Guwahati 40 Good

Nalbari 50 Good

Nagaon 59 Satisfactory

Sivasagar 33 Good

Silchar 49 Good

Pollution Control
Board, Assam

CORRESPONDENT

AGARTALA, Aug 8:

Tripura Chief Minister Dr

Manik Saha on Friday re-

vealed that the Union Cabi-

net has approved a Rs 250-

crore special development

package for the State’s tribal

communities, following the

peace agreement with two

outlawed insurgent groups –

National Liberation Front of

Twipra (NLFT) and All Tripu-

ra Tiger Force (ATTF).

Saha said that the funds would

be used to improve the socio-

economic condition of vulnera-

ble and marginalised groups

that have not adequately bene-

fited from the existing govern-

ment schemes. “The package

will boost employment oppor-

tunities, strengthen healthcare,

promote education and skill de-

velopment, and generate in-

come through livelihood activ-

ities for youth and women,” he

said in a Facebook post.

The two outfits signed a

Memorandum of Settlement

(MoS) with the Centre and

the State Government on

September 4 last year, pav-

ing the way for peace in the

State, which had witnessed

significant violence in the

late 1990s.

As part of the MoS, 584

insurgents and their follow-

ers surrendered at Jampui-

jala in Sepahijala district on

September 24, after which

the State was declared “ter-

rorist-free” by the Chief

Minister and then DGP Am-

itabh Ranjan. Dr Saha said

that the package is also ex-

pected to attract more tour-

ists to the State, creating ad-

ditional employment and

livelihood opportunities.

In a separate development,

the Chief Minister has ap-

proved over Rs 87 crore for

various infrastructure and civ-

ic improvement projects. Of

this, a sum of Rs 32.33 crore

will be spent on constructing

covered RCC drains and

roads in several wards under

the Agartala Municipal Cor-

poration, while an amount of

Rs 55.16 crore has been sanc-

tioned for maintenance of 27

PMGSY roads spanning 129.5

km across 12 subdivisions.

The road maintenance

works under the PWD is ex-

pected to be completed be-

fore Durga Puja at Sonamu-

ra, Bishalgarh, Teliamura,

Mohanpur, Udaipur, Amar-

pur, Sabroom, Belonia, Am-

bassa, Kamalpur, Kan-

chanpur, and Kailashahar.

Centre’s nod to Rs 250-cr package
for tribal communities: Tripura CM

CORRESPONDENT

AIZAWL, Aug 8: The Mi-

zoram Business Coordina-

tion Committee (MBCC)

has urged the State Govern-

ment to offer tax holidays to

truck owners for the diffi-

culties they have been ex-

periencing due to the deplor-

able condition of the Nation-

al Highways 306 and 06,

which serve as the lifeline of

the State.

In a press release issued

on Friday, the MBCC criti-

cised the State Government

for failing to properly main-

tain the 120-km Aizawl-Sil-

char Road, which has caused

significant hardship for the

people of Mizoram. The

committee expressed frus-

tration over the Govern-

ment’s inability to address

the poor state of the high-

ways despite numerous

complaints made by civil so-

ciety groups and the gener-

al public.

The MBCC also accused

the Mizoram Government

of shifting blame instead of

taking action, observing that

repairs to the most damaged

stretches of the highways

only began after a public in-

terest litigation was filed in

the Gauhati High Court.

Additionally, the commit-

tee questioned the ruling

Zoram People’s Movement

(ZPM) legislature party’s

decision to send two minis-

ters or MLAs every day to

monitor road repairs, call-

ing it an ineffective and cost-

ly move that misdirects at-

tention from the real issue

at hand.

Tax holidays demanded for
Mizoram truck owners

CORRESPONDENT

ITANAGAR, Aug 8: Aru-

nachal Pradesh Assembly

Speaker Tesam Pongte today

chaired the fourth sitting of the

Business Advisory Committee

(BAC) of the 8th Arunachal

Pradesh Legislative Assembly.

The meeting finalised the

agenda for the upcoming As-

sembly session, scheduled to

be held on August 18. The

special session is being con-

vened to commemorate the

golden jubilee of the Aru-

nachal Pradesh Assembly.

State Governor Lt General

KT Parnaik (retd) will attend

the special session as the chief

guest and address the mem-

bers of the House, official sourc-

es said. Minister of Parliamen-

tary Affairs Pasang Dorjee Sona,

Deputy Speaker Kardo Nyi-

gyor, and MLAs Nikh Kamin

and Thangwang Wangham

attended the BAC meeting.

Spl Arunachal Assembly
session on Aug 18




