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Bhopal/Jaipur: NIA on Sa-
turday raided three locations
in MP’s Bhopal and two in Ra-
jasthan’s Jhalawar as part of
its probe into a terror conspi-
racy by the banned radical
outfit Hizb-ut-Tahrir (HuT),
which is accused of  radicali-
sing Muslim youth and at-
tempting to forge links with
global terror networks such
as IS.

The extensive searches we-
re triggered by the data reco-
vered from the mobile phone
of  Mohsin Khan— a key cons-
pirator, financier, and recrui-
ter for HuT in India— who was
arrested by NIA in Bhopal last
week. The information led to
the identification of  another
suspect in Jhalawar’s Mano-
har Thana town.

“Mohsin Khan motivated
Muslim youth to spread vio-
lence in a bid to overthrow In-
dia’s democratically elected
govt and establish an Islamic
state governed by Shariah law
through the creation of  a Ca-
liphate,” said an NIA source.

NIA seized digital devices
and incriminating materials
during coordinated search
operations at Aishbagh, Asho-
ka Garden, and the Shahjaha-
nabad area in Bhopal, as well
as a house in Kaji Chowk and a
shop near Jama Masjid in Jha-
lawar. The recovered devices
are being sent for forensic ana-
lysis to gather further eviden-
ce related to the conspiracy.

“The case, registered by
the NIA as part of  its efforts to
dismantle various terrorist
and radical networks attemp-
ting to spread mayhem across
the country, relates to HuT’s
conspiracy to radicalise and
recruit vulnerable Muslim yo-
uth,” NIA said in a release.

NIA cracks down
on Hizb-ut-Tahrir
terror network

in MP, Rajasthan
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Mumbai: In a move to expand
its footprint in international
markets, Times Network on
Saturday announced the
launch of  ET NOW and Times
Now Navbharat on Rogers Xfi-
nity TV in Canada. 

The expansion comes thro-
ugh a strategic distribution
partnership with Ethnic
Channels Group (ECG), the
world’s largest multicultural
broadcaster, Times Network
said in a press statement. 

“The expansion undersco-
res Times Network’s commit-
ment to serving the global In-
dian diaspora by delivering
impactful, relevant, and high-
quality news programming
that resonates with interna-
tional audiences,” the state-
ment added. TNN

Times Network
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Srinagar: J&K lieutenant go-
vernor Manoj Sinha announ-
ced Saturday reopening of  16 of
48 tourist destinations that had
been shut since the Pahalgam
terror attack on April 22, ta-
king a significant step towards
restoring normalcy.

Eight of  the spots to be reo-
pened from June 17 are in the
Valley and the rest in Jammu.
The move follows appeals from
CM Omar Abdullah, PDP chief
Mehbooba Mufti and tourism
industry stakeholders. “We ha-
ve decided to open several des-
tinations across J&K, inclu-
ding parks in Pahalgam and
Betaab Valley,” Sinha said in
Pahalgam after meeting tou-
rism operators. He promised to
reopen other sites after securi-
ty assessments are over. Betaab
Valley is so named as the 1983
blockbuster Betaabwas shot in
this Pahalgam pocket.

The LG announced reope-

ning of  Verinag, Kokernag,
and Achabal gardens in south
Kashmir’s Anantnag, and Ba-
damwari, Duck Park, and Taq-
deer Park near Hazratbal in
Srinagar. 

But Tulip Garden, a key Sri-
nagar landmark whose pro-
longed closure CM Omar had
protested, is not on the latest re-
opening list. “If  you shut down
Tulip Garden, then close all of
Kashmir,” Omar had said re-
cently, expressing frustration
over closures of  tourist spots.
In Jammu, the list of  destina-
tions to be reopened includes
Sarthal and Dhaggar in Kat-
hua, Devipindi, Siyad Baba,

and Sula Park in Reasi, Gul-
danda and Jai Valley in Doda,
and Pancheri in Udhampur.

After the Pahalgam attack,
LG Sinha’s administration
shut down 48 of  J&K’s 87 tou-
rist spots. On Saturday in Pa-
halgam, Sinha met a delega-
tion of  elected representatives,
tour and travel operators, pony
owners, and hotel associations.
“I have assured them that rest-
rictions on other tourist desti-
nations will be lifted after tho-
rough security assessments,”
he said. A committee of  divisio-
nal commissioners and IGs
will coordinate with district of-
ficials and the tourism depart-

ment to identify more locations
for reopening, Sinha added.

The LG cited increased tou-
rist arrivals due to the recent
opening of  the Kashmir-Katra
railway line and heavy ticket
bookings. “The Centre and cor-
porate sector are organising
conferences in J&K, which will
help us move towards normal-
cy,” Sinha said.

The LG referred to the up-
coming Amarnath Yatra from
July 3 to Aug 9, saying the annu-
al pilgrimage would help boost
the local economy and revive
tourism while pointing out
that the people of  Kashmir had
always supported the event. 

LG Sinha’s Admin
Had Shut Down
48 Tourist Spots

16 J&K tourist spots closed after
Pahalgam attack to reopen: LG

New Delhi: PM Narendra
Modi will travel to Cyprus on
Sunday for the first leg of  his
three-nation tour that will
see him participating in the
G7 Summit in Canada and al-
so visiting Croatia on his
way back. Modi is also expec-
ted to have several bilateral
meetings on the margins of
the summit in Kananaskis.

While the PM will have a
meeting with his Canadian
counterpart Mark Carney,
his other bilateral engage-
ments are still being worked
out, official sources said.
Modi will also come face to
face with US President Do-
nald Trump for the first time
since their meeting in Feb.

The ministry of  external
affairs said in a statement
that the visit to Cyprus — the
first by an Indian PM since
AB Vajpayee visited the co-
untry in 2002 — will reaffirm
the shared commitment of
the two countries to deepen
bilateral ties and strengthen
India’s engagement with the
Mediterranean region and
the European Union.

The visit to Cyprus is sig-
nificant also as it comes in
the middle of  India’s ten-

sions with Turkiye over the
latter’s support to Pakistan. 

Ankara’s recognition of
the so-called Turkish Repub-
lic of  Northern Cyprus in
the northern region that was
seized by Turkish forces in
1974 and differences over gas
exploration rights in the
Eastern Mediterranean re-
main a constant source of
tensions between Turkiye
and Cyprus.

Modi is expected to reach
Canada on June 16, a day af-
ter the opening of  the G7
Summit. This would be his
sixth consecutive participa-
tion in the G7 Summit.

“At the summit, the PM
will exchange views with le-
aders of  G7 countries, other
invited outreach countries

and heads of  international
organisations on crucial glo-
bal issues, including energy
security, technology and in-
novation, particularly the
AI-energy nexus and Quan-
tum-related issues,” said the
govt in its announcement.

For the final leg of  his to-
ur, PM Modi will undertake
an official visit to Croatia on
June 18. 

This will be the first ever
visit by an Indian PM to Cro-
atia, marking an important
milestone in the bilateral re-
lationship. 

“The visit to Croatia will
also underscore India’s com-
mitment to further streng-
thening its engagement with
partners in the European
Union,” said the govt.

PM Modi will have a meeting with his Canadian counterpart Mark Carney
his other bilateral engagements are still being worked out 
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PM to travel to Cyprus in
1st leg of 3-nation tour 

Kakinada: A sanitary worker
allegedly performed a delivery
at the Tallarevu community he-
alth centre in Kakinada district
in the early hours of  Saturday.

The baby died after delivery,
leading to protests at the hospi-
tal by family members who alle-
ged that the newborn died due to
the negligence of  doctors. 

Medical and health authori-
ties, however, refuted the allega-
tion, stating that the sanitary
worker did not perform the deli-
very. They said an inquiry has
been ordered and stern action
would be initiated if  anyone at
the hospital was found to be neg-
ligent in connection with the de-
ath of  the newborn. 

The incident led to tension
in Tallarevu. Relatives of  the
woman who delivered the baby
and villagers gathered outside
the hospital demanding action
against those responsible.

Health officials said a 22-ye-
ar-old woman was admitted to
the hospital on Friday morning
and had been under constant ob-
servation. The woman’s relati-
ves, however, said she developed
pains in the early hours of  Sa-
turday and the sanitary worker
on duty performed the delivery.
Doctors said the baby died due

to meconium aspiration synd-
rome, a breathing problem that
can affect newborns when they
inhale a mixture of  foetal stool
and amniotic fluid into their
lungs during or shortly after
birth, causing respiratory dis-
tress. As the condition of  the ba-
by deteriorated, the duty doctor
advised the woman’s relatives to
take the newborn to the govt ge-
neral hospital. The baby died on
the way to GGH. The condition
of  the woman is said to be stable.

Dr Swapna, district coordi-
nator for health services, told
STOI that gynaecologists were
present at the health centre till 2
am. A paediatrician and two
staff  nurses, along with a sani-
tary worker, were present at the

health facility when the inci-
dent took place. She explained
that the sanitary worker is a tra-
ined birth attendant and took
hold of  the baby when the wo-
man delivered all of  a sudden,
and the umbilical cord started
to stretch too long. 

“She clamped the cord and
placed oxygen on the baby. La-
ter, she called the nurse and the
doctor. The sanitary worker had
no time as she feared the baby
would fall down due to sudden
delivery by the woman,” she 
explained.

Dr Swapna said an inquiry
is being conducted into the inci-
dent, and action will be taken
against the staff  if  they are 
found to be negligent.

Baby dies, officials deny sanitary
worker performed delivery in AP

The baby died after delivery, leading to protests at the hospital by family 
members who alleged that the newborn died due to the negligence of doctors
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3DEAD IN UP ACCIDENT:A sand-laden dumper truck overturned
on an auto-rickshaw in Prayagraj on Saturday, killing three peo-
ple and injuring as many, police said. Ganga Nagar DCP Kulde-
ep Gunawat said the incident happened this afternoon. Yash Ti-
wari, his mother Nivedita Tiwari and Rajmani Gupta, who we-
re travelling in the auto-rickshaw died in the accident. PTI

J&K lieutenant governor Manoj Sinha visited the family of Syed Adil
Hussain Shah, a pony wallah killed by terrorists for trying to save

tourists in Pahalgam, at their native village in Anantnag’s Haptnad
area and handed over a govt job appointment letter to Shah's wife,
Gulnaz Akhter Saturday. Sinha assured the family of sustained
support and concrete measures to help them live with dignity. “The
entire country is proud of Adil's bravery. The govt job to martyr Adil's
wife symbolizes our deep gratitude to this brave civilian who
sacrificed his life while protecting tourists in Pahalgam on April 22,”
Sinha said. National Conference spokesman Tanvir Sadiq
appreciated the gesture, saying, “We thank the LG for handing over
the job order prepared by fisheries department. It reflects the
maturity and responsibility shown by the govt.” TNN

LG gives job appointment letter to wife
of Pahalgam’s ‘martyr’ pony wallah 
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J&K lieutenant governor 
Manoj Sinha hands over a govt
job appointment letter to Shah’s
wife Gulnaz Akhter on Saturday 
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