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The US 2025 National Security 
Strategy (NSS), released on De-
cember 4, 2025, under Presi-
dent Donald Trump’s second 
term, signals a marked shift 
from previous strategies. Em-
phasizing an ‘America First’ 
doctrine, it rejects ideological 
crusades, global hegemony, 
and democracy promotion in 
favor of transactional realism, 
focusing on homeland security, 
economic revival, and regional 
dominance in the Western 
Hemisphere. 

Trump’s NSS de-emphasizes 
Europe, shifting NATO respon-
sibilities onto allies while de-
manding 5% GDP defense 
spending by 2035. It prioritizes 
reindustrialization, border se-
curity, and selective engage-
ment with adversaries, 
downgrading China to an 

“economic competitor” and ac-
cepting a multipolar world 
where regional powers man-
age their own spheres. The 
document credits Trump per-
sonally for conflict resolution 
efforts, including the India-
Pakistan ceasefire and Gaza 
hostage return, while elevating 
immigration as a national se-
curity threat. 

On Ukraine, the strategy 
places the burden of sustaining 
the country on European allies, 
critiquing their political insta-
bility and overreliance on Rus-

sia. It warns of “civilizational 
erasure” in Europe due to 
demographic shifts and calls 
for self-reliance, sparking con-
cern over alliance cohesion. 
Critics in Europe and the US 
warn of weakened partner-
ships, while China views li-
mited engagement on 
sovereignty positively. 

Overall, the NSS positions 
the US as a hemispheric power 

focused on pragmatic diplo-
macy, economic strength, and 
dealmaking. It signals de-esca-
lation in China, cautious en-
gagement globally, and a 
retreat from ideological 
missions. Success will depend 
on Trump’s willingness to fol-
low through on the written 
strategy, balancing inward 
priorities with maintaining 
credibility among allies.  
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STRATEGIC REALIGNMENT| US asks EU NATO members to boost 
intelligence and missile capabilities by 2027

Trump files for divorce 
from NATO over Ukraine

Slams EU over X fine 
The US has accused the European Union of targeting 
American interests after Brussels fined Elon Musk’s plat-
form X €120 million for violating the Digital Services Act. 
Washington called the ruling an “attack on the American 
people,” escalating tensions over Europe’s strict digital 
regulations. The EU said X misled users with its blue 
checkmark system, lacked ad transparency, and failed to 
provide required data for researchers.

NY woman charged for 
smuggling Indians in US
Canada: The four men - three In-
dian nationals and one Canadian 
national - had crossed the US-Cana-
dian border illegally, without in-
spection. A 42-year-old woman has 
been charged for her role in an in-
ternational smuggling conspiracy 
under which individuals primarily 
from India were brought illegally to 

the US across the border from Ca-
nada. Stacey Taylor of Plattsburgh, 
New York, appeared for an arraign-
ment this week after a federal 
grand jury in Albany returned an 
indictment in October charging 
her for her role in the smuggling 
conspiracy, according to an official 
statement on Friday.   

‘EU targets 
platforms that 
refuse to censor 
free speech’  
Agencies 

 
The EU is unfairly targeting so-
cial media platforms that allow 
dissenting or critical speech, 
Telegram founder Pavel Durov 
has said. He was responding to 
a 2024 post by Elon Musk, the 
owner of X, who claimed that 
the European Commission 
had offered the platform a se-
cret deal to avoid fines in re-
turn for censoring certain 
statements. The EU fined X 
€120 million ($140 million) the 
day before.  
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