






‘Roads being laid on stretches 
without finishing UGD works’
A R A V I N D  R A J  @ Coimbatore

THE Coimbatore City Munici-
pal Corporation (CCMC) has 
drawn criticism from residents 
and civic activists for what they 
call an ‘irrational and wasteful’ 
move by laying new roads on 
stretches where underground 
drainage (UGD) works are yet 
to be carried out, while neglect-
ing roads that have been left in 
shambles after UGD works 
were completed.

For the past few years, the 
Tamil Nadu Water Supply and 
Drainage (TWAD) Board has 
been executing UGD works 
across several parts of  the city, 
including Vadavalli, Veeraker-
alam, Kavundampalayam, 
Thudiyalur, Vellakinar, Sara-
vanampatti, and nearby areas. 
These works are being carried 
out on behalf  of  the CCMC, as 
part of  the city’s integrated un-
derground drainage network 
expansion.

However, in many areas, 
roads dug up for pipeline and 
manhole installation remain in 
poor shape or have been poorly 
restored. Locals allege that 
even after TWAD Board offi-
cials patched up trenches with 
temporary concrete, surfaces 
continue to crumble as the 
CCMC has failed to repave 
roads. Several stretches have 
turned non-motorable, pothole-
ridden death traps for motor-
ists, particularly after rain.

Adding to the frustration, 
residents of  Balaji Garden in 
Subramaniyampalayam under 
Ward 15 (North Zone) have al-
leged that CCMC officials re-
cently paved new asphalt roads 

on stretches where UGD works 
have not even begun. “The 
CCMC has been wasting tax-
payers’ hard-earned money,” 
said R Maheswaran, a local res-
ident. “Instead of  relaying 
roads where TWAD had fin-
ished the UGD works, they have 
laid new asphalt where no 
drainage work has been done. 
We have been living with dam-
aged roads for years, yet offi-
cials chose to pave new ones in 
the wrong places.”

According to a TWAD Board 
official, the civic body had in-
formed that UGD works had 
been completed on 500 metres 
of  the 700-metre Balaji Garden 
Main Road, and those portions 
were ready for relaying. “Both 
the ward councillor and the As-
sistant Engineer (AE) of  CCMC 
were informed, but instead of  
relaying the completed sec-
tions, new asphalt was laid on 
a 200-metre stretch where UGD 
works are yet to begin. The 
damaged 500-metre stretch that 
truly needed a new road was 
left untouched,” the official 

said. When contacted, Ward 15 
councillor Shathamani said, 
“In the 6th Street of  Sakthi Av-
enue, there are no proper roads, 
only mud roads. During the 
rains, it becomes extremely dif-
ficult for motorists to pass 
through. Hence, a new tar road 
was laid for 200m there, which 
has provided much-needed re-
lief,” she said. “That particular 
stretch will not be taken up for 
UGD works for another two to 
three years. As for the Balaji 
Garden Main Road, the AE 
mentioned that funds were 
sanctioned only for the first 200 
metres, so work was limited to 
that portion.”

Responding to the controver-
sy, CCMC Commissioner M 
Sivaguru Prabakaran told 
TNIE that he would verify the 
issue with the concerned offi-
cials and take corrective action 
at the earliest. 

Despite these assurances, 
residents remain sceptical, 
pointing out that similar com-
plaints have surfaced repeat-
edly in other parts of  the city.

Residents of Balaji  Garden have alleged that CCMC officials recently paved new 
roads on stretches where UGD works have not even begun |  S SENBAGAPANDIYAN
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Due to heavy rain, forest department officials 
have restricted devotees from entering the 
Sathuragiri Sundara Mahalingam Temple 
from October 17 to 21 

CURBS ON 
ENTRY 
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Amritha Express to run till Rameswaram
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Coimbatore 

THE railways have extended 
the Thiruvananthapuram Cen-
tral to Madurai Amritha Ex-
press (Train No 16343/16344) 
up to Rameswaram from 
Thursday. The extension of  the 
train will help people of  Kerala 
and Tamil Nadu to reach Ram-
eswaram, a notable pilgrimage 
site, say users. 

The train will originate at 
Thiruvananthapuram at 
8.30 pm and reach Ram-
eswaram at 12.45 pm 
the following day, 
crossing Pollachi rail-
way station at 5.37 am. 
On the return journey, 
the train will start from 
Rameswaram at 1.30 pm, pass 
Pollachi at 7 pm and reach 
Thiruvanathapuram at 4.55 am 
the following day. 

T Krishna Balaji, secretary 
of  Pollachi Train Passenger 
Welfare Association, said, “The 
train service has resumed after 
a gap of  25 years on the Pal-
akkad, Pollachi, Dindigul route 
after it had been converted into 
broad gauge from meter gauge. 
Apart from devotees who reach 

Rameswaram using the train, 
a large number of  tourists will 
also visit Dhanuskodi, a tourist 
destination. Moreover, employ-
ees and students who are na-
tives of  Rameswaram and Par-
amakudi and working in 
industries in Pollachi and Udu-
malai can also use this train as 
a cost-ef fective mode of  
transport.”

S Shanmug asundaram, 
DRUCC member of  Madurai 
railway division, said, “The ex-

tension to Rameswaram 
from Madurai was ap-
proved by the railway 
board in 2023. However, 
the extension has been 
implemented after a 

gap of  two years. 
“The railway should 

also consider introducing a 
weekly train between Man-
galuru and Rameswaram, 
which was approved by the 
railway board in 2023, along 
with the request of  Pollachi 
MP K Eswarasamy to intro-
duce a Coimbatore-Rameswar-
am train via Kinathukkadavu 
and Pollachi railway stations 
since the newly extended train 
from Thiruvananthapuram to 
Rameswaram from Madurai 

will have a lot of  rush,” he 
said.

However, a group of  train en-
thusiasts in Coimbatore was 
vexed and requested the rail-
ways to divert the train via 
Coimbatore from Palakkad for 
the benefit of  passengers.

N Subramanian, general sec-
retary of  Podanur Train Users 
Association and DRUCC mem-
ber of  Salem Railway Division, 
said, “Earlier, this extended 
train was travelling between 
Thiruvananthapuram and Pal-
akkad and was later extended 
to Madurai. Now it has been 
extended up to Rameswaram. 
Politicians and representatives 
of  the railway association in 
Coimbatore opposed the rail-
way’s decision to extend the 
Bengaluru-Coimbatore express 
train to Ernakulam. At that 
time, railway officials had oral-
ly agreed to divert this train to 
Coimbatore from Palakkad. 
However, this has not been 
done. The railways should at 
least divert this train to Coim-
batore or Podanur from Pal-
akkad, and then it can proceed 
to Rameswaram via Kinath-
ukkadavu and Pollachi railway 
stations.”

Bomb threat to 
collector office’s 
for eighth time
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Coimbatore

BOMB Deduction and Disposal 
Squad (BDDS) sleuths launched 
a search at the Collector office 
premises after a miscreant sent 
a hoax bomb threat to the office 
on Thursday.

In an email to the Collector 
Office on Thursday around 
10.30 am, it was mentioned that 
they have planted bombs in the 
office. The BDDS was alerted 
and they searched the office 
with a sniffer dog and scanning 
device. Later it was discovered 
to be a hoax threat. It was the 
eighth consecutive hoax threat 
to the office in the last three 
months and numerous threats 
were sent to Coimbatore Inter-
national Airport, the Passport 
Offices, District Integrated 
Court Complex, government 
and private hospitals and edu-
cational institutions in the last 
one year. The suspects are yet 
to be identified. Also, cases are 
not being filed in each bomb 
threat as it is happening on an 
everyday basis.

2 more elephants brought in to capture ‘Rolex’  
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Coimbatore

TWO more captive elephants 
from Theppakkadu elephant 
camp in Mudumalai Tiger Re-
serve (MTR) reached Kemba-
nur, near Thondamuthur, as 
part of  involving them in an op-
eration to capture a wild ele-
phant nicknamed ‘Rolex’, on 
Thursday evening.

The captive elephants, Wasim 
and Bomman, along with their 
mahouts and kavadis travelled 
by two trucks from Theppa-
kkadu and started the journey 
on Thursday morning and 
joined two other captive ele-
phants, Chinnathambi and Ka-
bildev, from Kozhikamuthi el-
ephant camp in Anamalai Tiger 
Reserve (ATR), that are already 
camped in Kembanur. 

Officials are hopeful that 
‘Rolex’, who has allegedly killed 
three people and destroyed 
crops in the surrounding areas 
of  Kembanur, will be captured 
in the coming days as they will 
be engaged in a full-fledged op-
eration by a team of  veterinar-
ians led by former joint direc-
tor of  Animal Husbandry 
Department NS Manokaran. 

Tusker damages ration shop 

A tusker damaged a ration 
shop at Madathur village near 
Thadagam in Periyanaicken-
palayam block early on Thurs-
day. The animal allegedly broke 
the door and threw away rice 
bags kept for beneficiaries. In 
another incident, grass culti-
vated for cattle at a grove in 
Nanjundapuram village was 
also damaged by the same 
tusker.

Foundation for indoor handball court laid at Nehru stadium
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Coimbatore

A new indoor handball court 
project, estimated at `1.95 
crore, was launched on Thurs-
day near the Nehru Indoor Sta-
dium under Ward No. 83 of  the 
Central Zone of  the Coimbat-
ore City Municipal Corpora-
tion (CCMC).

The foundation stone was 
laid by District Collector Pa-
vankumar G Giriyappanavar 
in the presence of  Member of  
Parliament Ganapathi P Rajku-
mar, CCMC Mayor K Ranga-
nayagi and CCMC Commis-
sioner M Sivaguru Prabakaran. 
The initiative aims to promote 
sports and encourage local 
athletes.

The new facility, spanning 
997.74 square metres, will fea-
ture two handball courts, spec-
tator galleries, roofing struc-
tures, and modern amenities, 
including restroom facilities. 
The project seeks to provide 
players with uninterrupted 
training and competition op-
portunities, especially during 
the monsoon season when out-

door sports are often affected.
Currently, the CCMC’s sports 

ground hosts training sessions 
and tournaments in handball, 
badminton, kabaddi, and mini-
football. 

The district collector in-
structed officials to complete 
the construction on time and 
ensure adherence to interna-
tional standards.

MP Ganapathi P Rajkumar, 
Collector Pavankumar G 
Giriyappanavar and other 
officials were present |  EXPRESS
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Karumathampatti (Sedapalayam) Village in Sulur Taluk of Coimbatore District shown in the Land Plan Schedule are required for Highways department for public 

purposes, for Construction of ROB  at  Km 0/2 of Sedapalayam - Vaikkalpalayam Town Panchayat Road branching at Km 2/6 of the road from Kamanaickanpalayam 

- Annur Road to Vadukankalipalayam at Railway Km 457/9-11 in lieu of existing LC. No.137 in between Vanjipalayam and Somanur Railway Stations. All persons 
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the date of publication of the notice, a statement writing of their objections, if any to the acquisition of the said land.   

 Any objection/statement which is received after the date or which does not clearly explain the nature of the sender’s interest in the land is liable to the 
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Acquisition), Coimbatore �����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������

�������������������������������������������������������� where the objector will be at liberty to appear in person or by a persons authorized by 

him or them in his behalf or by pleader and to adduce any oral or documentary evidence in support of their objections.
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1 949/15 Part 0.01.93 5.83
Ryot/
Manai

Cement Sheet house
--

Subramaniyam, 
S/o Ramasamy Gounder-1, 
Ramasamy, 
S/o Palanisamy Gounder-2
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