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Russian drone strike kills 9 in 
northeastern Ukraine: Officials

MPOST BUREAU

KYIV: A Russian drone struck 
a passenger bus in Ukraine’s 
northeastern Sumy region on 
Saturday, killing nine peo-
ple and injuring four others, 
Ukrainian officials said. The 
attack came just hours after 
Moscow and Kyiv held their 
first direct peace talks in years 
which failed to yield a ceasefire.

Ukraine’s national police 
released photos showing the 
aftermath of the strike in 
Sumy’s Bilopillia city, around 
10 kilometers from the front 
line and border with Russia.

“This is another war crime 
by Russia — a deliberate strike 
on civilian transport that posed 
no threat,” the Sumy regional 
administration said in a post on 
the Telegram messaging app.

Russian and Ukrainian offi-
cials met in Turkiye on Friday 
in an attempt to reach a tem-
porary ceasefire, but the talks 
ended after less than two hours 

without a breakthrough. It was 
the first face-to-face dialogue 
between the two sides since the 
early weeks of Moscow’s Feb-
ruary 2022 full-scale invasion 
of Ukraine.

And while both sides agreed 
on a large prisoner swap, they 
clearly remained far apart on 
key conditions for ending the 
fighting.

One such condition for 

Ukraine, backed by its Western 
allies, is a temporary ceasefire 
as a first step toward a peace-
ful settlement. The Kremlin 
has pushed back against such 
a truce, which remains elusive.

Ukrainian President Volody-
myr Zelenskyy said he dis-
cussed the talks with US 
President Donald Trump and 
the leaders of France, Ger-
many, the UK and Poland. In 

a post on X from a European 
leadership meeting in Alba-
nia, he urged “tough sanctions” 
against Moscow if it rejects “a 
full and unconditional ceasefire 
and an end to killings.”

In Istanbul, Kyiv and Mos-
cow agreed to exchange 1,000 
prisoners of war each, accord-
ing to the heads of both delega-
tions, in what would be their 
biggest such swap.

‘PASSENGER BUS TARGETED’

Rescuers recover the bodies of passengers after a Russian drone struck 
a passenger bus in Ukraine’s Sumy region on Saturday� AP
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ST LOUIS: Storm systems 
sweeping across the Mid-
west have left at least 21 dead, 
including nine people killed 
after a tornado sparked what 
authorities on Saturday called 
a mass casualty event in south-
eastern Kentucky in the United  
States.

In Kentucky, some 14 peo-
ple have been killed by severe 
weather - including a devastat-
ing tornado - in Kentucky, and 
the death toll is likely to rise, 
according to Gov Andy Bes-
hear. “Kentucky, we’re starting 
today with the tough news that 
we lost at least 14 of our people 
to last night’s storms, but sadly, 
this number is expected to 
grow as we receive more infor-
mation. Please pray for all of 
our affected families,” Beshear 
said in a X post.      MPOST

Severe Midwest  
weather leaves  
21 dead in US

Israel launches fresh 
operation in Gaza

JERUSALEM: Israel has 
launched a major operation 
in the Gaza Strip to pressure 
Hamas to release remaining 
hostages, the Defence minister 
said Saturday, following days 
of intensive strikes across the 
territory that killed hundreds 
of people.

Defence minister Israel Katz 
said that Operation Gideon 
Chariots was being led with 
“great force” by Israel’s army.

Israel’s Prime Minister Ben-
jamin Netanyahu vowed earlier 
in the week to escalate pres-
sure on Hamas with the aim of 
destroying the militant group 
that has ruled Gaza for nearly 
two decades. The operation 
comes as US President Don-
ald Trump concluded his trip 
to the region without a visit to 
Israel. There had been wide-
spread hope that Trump’s trip 
could increase the chances of 
a ceasefire deal or the resump-
tion of humanitarian aid to 
Gaza, which Israel has pre-
vented for more than two 
months.

Negotiations between Israel 
and Hamas have yet to achieve 
progress in Qatar’s capital, 
Doha. Hamas, which released 
an Israeli-American hostage 
as a goodwill gesture ahead of 
Trump’s Mideast trip, insists on 
a deal that eventually ends the 

three-year war — something 
Israel said it won’t agree to.

More than 150 people have 
been killed in Israeli strikes in 
the last 24 hours, according to 
Gaza’s Health Ministry. It said 
almost 3,000 have been killed 
since Israel broke a January 
ceasefire on March 18.

Of the hostages who remain 
in Gaza, Israel believes as many 
as 23 are still alive, although 
Israeli authorities have 
expressed concern for the sta-
tus of three of those.

The war began on Oct 7, 
2023, when Hamas-led mili-
tants attacked southern Israel, 
killing 1,200 people and 
abducting 251 others. Israel’s 
retaliatory offensive has killed 
more than 53,000 Palestinians, 
as per Gaza officials.          MPOST

Closer Look
»» Defence minister 
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Trump concluded his trip 
to the region without a 
visit to Israel

KYIV: US President Donald 
Trump says he will speak by 
phone Monday with Russian 
leader Vladimir Putin about 
the war in Ukraine.

Trump said in a social media 
post Saturday that the sub-
ject will be “STOPPING THE 
‘BLOODBATH.”

He said he also then plans 
to speak with Ukrainian Presi-
dent Volodymyr Zelenskyy and 
members of NATO.

“HOPEFULLY IT WILL 
BE A PRODUCTIVE DAY,” 
Trump wrote on his Truth 

Social site.
Russian shelling, drones and 

airstrikes killed at least five 
civilians on Friday and over-
night across Ukraine. Also, a 
Russian drone hit a bus evacu-
ating civilians from a front-line 
area in Ukraine’s Sumy region 
Saturday, killing nine people, 
officials said,  Ukrainian Pres-
ident Volodymyr Zelenskyy 
described the attack as “delib-
erate killing of civilians,” add-
ing “Russians could scarcely 
not realize what kind of vehicle 
they were hitting.”              MPOST

Will call Putin to discuss 
war in Ukraine: Trump

Palestinians inspect the damage caused by an Israeli airstrike in Deir 
al-Balah on Saturday� AP
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
  
 

      
   


    
   
 


       








  
 

      




  
    



 


 

    
    
     










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