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flee to Thailand as Myanmar 
rebels strike junta base

 LR:  Light Rain  HR:  Heavy Rain  LS:  Light Snow  
 TDS: Thundershower  LC:  Light Cloud  SNY:  Sunny
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Beijing 26 11 LC
Colombo 32 25 TDS
Dhaka 34 27 LC
Dubai 42 31 SNY
Houston 30 22 LC
Istanbul 17 12 LR
London 17 8 SNY

Los Angeles 17 10 SNY
Melbourne 18 13 LC
Moscow 5 0 LC
New York 14 6 LR
Singapore 31 25 TDS
Toronto 8  1 LC
Washington 23 8 TDS
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Trump says US and Iran have ‘sort of’ agreed on terms for nuclear deal
DOHA

PRESIDENT Donald Trump 
said Thursday that the United 
States and Iran have “sort of” 
agreed to terms on a nuclear 
deal, offering a measure of  con-
fidence that an accord is com-
ing into sharper focus.

Trump, in an exchange with 
reporters at a business round-
table in Doha, Qatar, described 
the talks between American en-
voy Steve Witkoff  and Iranian 
Foreign Minister Abbas Aragh-
chi as “very serious negotia-

tions” for “long-term peace” 
and were continuing to 
progress. Still, throughout his 
visit with Arab Gulf  leaders 
this week, the president 
has underscored that 
military action against 
Iran’s nuclear facilities 
remains a possibility 
if  the talks derail.

“Iran has sort of  
agreed to the ter ms: 
They’re not going to make, I call 
it, in a friendly way, nuclear 
dust,” Trump said at the busi-
ness event. 

“We’re not going to be making 
any nuclear dust in Iran.” With-
out offering detail, he signaled 
growing alignment with the 

terms that he has been 
seeking.

But a top political, 
military and nuclear 
adviser to Iran’s su-
preme leader, Ayatollah 

Ali Khamenei, told NBC 
News on Wednesday that 

Tehran stands ready get rid of  
its stockpiles of  highly enriched 
uranium that can be weapon-
ised, agree to enrich uranium 

only to the lower levels needed 
for civilian use and allow inter-
national inspectors to supervise 
the process. Ali Shamkhani add-
ed that in return, Iran wants an 
immediate lifting of  all econom-
ic sanctions. Trump said his de-
mands have been straightfor-
ward. “They can’t have a nuclear 
weapon. That’s the only thing. 
It’s very simple,” Trump said. 
“It’s not like I have to give you 30 
pages worth of  details. It is only 
one sentence. They can’t have a 
nuclear weapon.”

But Trump on Wednesday sug-

gested he was looking for Tehran 
to make other concessions as 
part of  a potential agreement.

Iran “must stop sponsoring 
terror, halt its bloody proxy wars 
and permanently and verifiably 
cease pursuit of  nuclear weap-
ons,” Trump said in remarks at 
a meeting in Saudi Arabia of  
leaders from the Gulf  Coopera-
tion Council. 

Wrapping up his time in Qa-
tar, Trump stopped at a US in-
stallation at the center of  Ameri-
can involvement in the Middle 
East and spoke to US troops.  AP

United Arab Emirates President Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed Al Nahyan, right, 
greets President Donald Trump at Abu Dhabi International Airport |  AP

GAZA CITY

Palestinian rescuers reported 
more than 100 people killed 
Thursday in Israeli strikes on 
blockaded Gaza, where a US-
backed organisation said it in-
tends to begin distributing aid 
by the end of  the month.

In the occupied West Bank, 
raids were ongoing and roads 
blocked after Israel’s military 
chief  vowed to find the perpe-
trators of  an attack that killed 
a pregnant Israeli woman.

Gaza’s civil defence agency 
said the death toll from Israeli 
bombardment since dawn on 
Thursday had risen to 103.

Israel blocked all aid from en-
tering Gaza on March 2, before 
resuming operations on March 
18, ending a six-week ceasefire. 
“Israel’s blockade has tran-
scended military tactics to be-
come a tool of  extermination”, 
Human Rights Watch (HRW) 
interim executive director Fed-
erico Borello said in a state-
ment Thursday.

Amir Selha, a 43-year-old Pal-
estinian from north Gaza, re-
ported “intense Israeli shelling 
all night”. “Tank shells are 

striking around the clock, and 
the area is packed with people 
and tents,” he said.

The Gaza Humanitarian 
Foundation, a US-supported 
NGO, said it would begin dis-
tributing humanitarian aid in 
Gaza this month after talks 
with Israeli officials. AFP

ISRAEL-GAZA: DAY 588

I S R A E L

G A Z A  
S T R I P

Jerusalem

Tel Aviv WEST BANK

JO
R

D
A

N

52,815
TOLL SO FAR

Air strikes on Gaza kill 
over 100 as manhunt  
unfolds in West Bank 

No show by heads of state 
for peace talks in Istanbul
Zelenskyy sends delegation after Putin stays away from meeting

ANKARA

UKRAINIAN President Volody-
myr Zelenskyy said Thursday 
he is sending a team headed by 
his defense minister to Istanbul 
for the first direct peace talks 
with a Russian delegation since 
the early weeks of  Moscow’s 
full-scale invasion in 2022.

Zelenskyy made the move af-
ter Russian President Vladimir 
Putin stayed away from a face-
to-face meeting with him in 
Turkey that the Ukrainian 
leader had proposed in a flurry 
of  diplomatic maneuvers last 
weekend.

Zelenskyy told a news confer-
ence in the Turkish capital An-
kara the Russian delegation 
doesn’t include “anyone who 
actually makes decisions,” ac-
cusing Moscow of  not taking 
efforts to end the war seriously. 
But he said that to demonstrate 
to US President Donald Trump 
that Ukraine is seeking an end 
to the conflict he had decided to 
send officials from Ankara to 
Istanbul — more than 400 kil-
ometers (almost 300 miles) 
away — for their first direct 
talks since March 2022, follow-

ing Russia’s full-scale invasion 
of  its neighbor the previous 
month.

He said the Ukrainian side 
would be headed by Defense 
Minister Rustem Umerov and 
its aim is “to attempt at least 
the first steps toward de-escala-
tion, the first steps toward end-
ing the war — namely, a cease-
fire.” Putin’s absence punctured 
hopes of  a breakthrough in 
peace efforts that were given a 
push in recent months by the 
Trump administration and 
Western European leaders amid 
the intense maneuvering. It 
also raised the prospect of  in-
tensified international sanc-
tions on Russia that have been 
threatened by the West.

Turkish President Recep 
Tayyip Erdogan earlier wel-
comed Zelenskyy with an honor 
guard at the presidential palace 
in Ankara before the two held 
talks.

“Now, after three years of  im-
mense suffering, there is finally 
a window of  opportunity,” 
Turkish Foreign Minister 
Hakan Fidan said at a NATO 
meeting taking place separately 
in Turkey. “The talks ... hope-
fully may open a new chapter.”

US President Donald Trump 
said Thursday he was not sur-
prised that Russian President 
Vladimir Putin will be a no-
show for anticipated peace talks 
with Ukraine in Turkey this 
week. Trump, who had pressed 
for Putin and Ukrainian Presi-
dent Volodymyr Zelenskyy to 
meet in Istanbul, brushed off  
Putin’s apparent decision to not 
take part in the expected talks.

“I didn’t think it was possible 
for Putin to go if  I’m not there,” 
Trump said in an exchange 
with reporters as he took part 
in a business roundtable with 
executives in Doha on the third 
day of  his visit to the Middle 
East. AFP

Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan 
shakes hands with Volodymyr Zelenskyy 
during a meeting at the Presidential 
palace in Ankara |  AP

PUTIN’S ABSENCE STALLS 
PEACE, SPURS SANCTIONS
Putin’s absence punctured hopes of a 
breakthrough in peace efforts that were 
given a push in recent months by the 
Trump administration and Western 
European leaders. It also raised the 
prospect of intensified international 
sanctions on Russia that have been 
threatened by the West.

E X P R E S S  R E A D

NATO debates US push for massive defence hike
Antalya: NATO foreign ministers met in Turkey to discuss a US proposal 
for members to boost defence spending to 5% of GDP by 2032, citing 
threats from Russia, terrorism, and China. While many allies lag behind 
the current 2% target, Washington’s pressure grows ahead of June’s 
summit as Ukraine’s war and Trump’s defense demands reshape 
alliance priorities and unity.

GOVT. OF ODISHA 
OFFICE OF THE ENGINEER-IN-CHIEF, WATER RESOURCES 

ODISHA, BHUBANESWAR 
`e' Procurement Notice No. CE MKS 02 OF 2025-26 

1. Name of the work:  Concrete Lining to Gop Branch Canal from RD 00 km to 4.175 km 
2.  Amount put to Tender : Rs.16,14,41,706.00 
3.  Bid Document Cost : Rs.10, 000.00 (online) 
4. E.M.D : Rs.16,14,500.00 
5. Class of Contractor : "A" & "Special" Class 
6. Period of Completion : 24 calendar months 
7. Other details are as follows. 

Procurement Officer
Bid Identifica-

tion No.

Availability of Tender On-
line for bidding

Date of Opening 
of Technical Bid 

(Cover-I)From To
Chief Engineer & Basin 

Manager, Mahanadi Katha-
jodi System, Bhubaneswar

CEMKS 
PRD 02 of 
2025-26

16.05.2025 
10.00 Hrs

31.05.2025 
17.00 Hrs

 02.06.2025 
11.00 Hrs

8. e-mail Id : celmbbbsr@yahoo.co.in  

Further detail conditions can be seen from the Govt. website www.tendersodisha.gov.
in.  The Corrigendum/ cancellation of Tender, if any, will be uploaded and can be seen 
from the above website only. 

Sd/-Chief Engineer & Basin Manager 
Mahanadi Kathajodi System, Bhubaneswar OIPR-32252/11/0006/2526
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