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THAILAND 

25 feared dead 
as school bus 
catches fire 
About 25 people were 
feared dead in Thailand on 
Tuesday when a school 
bus carrying students and 
teachers on a field trip 
caught fire on the 
outskirts of the capital 
Bangkok, with 16 
passengers hospitalised, 
the government said. 
Police could not 
immediately confirm the 
number of injuries or 
deaths but Interior 
Minister Anutin 
Charnvirakul told 
reporters about 25 people 
were believed to have 
been killed, without 
elaborating. Sixteen 
students and three 
teachers were sent to a 
hospital for treatment. 
 
CAMBODIA 

Reporter who 
exposed 
scams held 
Cambodian military police 
said on Tuesday they have 
arrested an award-
winning reporter known 
for investigating local 
corruption, trafficking and 
online scam centres, 
prompting concern from a 
prominent human rights 
group and the United 
States. Mech Dara, who 
worked for international 
and local news outlets, 
was detained on Monday, 
said military police 
spokesperson Eng Hy, 
without specifying the 
charges. Dara was given a 
hero award last year by 
U.S. Secretary of State 
Antony Blinken, 
recognising his work 
exposing the existence of 
massive scam compounds 
staffed mostly by 
trafficked workers. 
 
UNITED STATES 

Port strikes 
threaten 
economy 
Tens of thousands of 
dockworkers have gone on 
strike indefinitely at ports 
across much of the US, 
threatening significant 
trade and economic 
disruption ahead of the 
presidential election and 
the busy holiday shopping 
season. The action marks 
the first such shutdown in 
almost 50 years. President 
Joe Biden has the power to 
suspend the strike for 80 
days for further 
negotiations, but the 
White House has said he is 
not planning to act. The 
strike aims at pushing for 
higher wages along with 
other benefits such as 
healthcare amid concerns 
regarding the threat from 
automations. 
 
JAPAN 

Ishiba Shigeru 
becomes PM 
The 67-year-old Japan 
former defence minister, 
Ishiba Shigeru, has been 
designated as the 102nd 
prime minister of the 
country. "ISHIBA Shigeru 
has been designated as 
the 102nd prime minister," 
PM's Office of Japan said 
on X on Tuesday. His 
predecessor, Fumio 
Kishida, resigned earlier in 
the day along with his 
cabinet. Earlier on Friday, 
Ishiba was chosen as the 
governing Liberal 
Democratic Party's leader 
to replace Kishida, who in 
August announced his 
resignation at the end of 
his three-year term. 
 
NEPAL 

217 killed  
in  floods 
The death toll from rain-
induced floods and 
landslides across Nepal 
crossed 215-mark on 
Tuesday, while the number 
of those gone missing 
stands at 28, officials said. 
The death toll in the flood 
and landslide triggered by 
three days of continuous 
rain has reached 217.

HAMAS HITS BACK | Militant group said their fighters retaliated to the Israeli 
attack with anti-tank rockets, mortar fire and explosive devices

Airstrike in Gaza claims 31 lives
Agencies  
CAIRO 

As Israel began ground attack 
in Lebanon, fighting raged on 
in Gaza. Israeli airstrikes killed 
at least 31 people in Gaza on 
Tuesday, local medics said and 
fighting ramped up, as the Is-
raeli military said it had been 
targeting command centres 
used by its Islamist militant foe 
Hamas. Palestinian health offi-
cials said at least 13 people, in-
cluding women and children, 
were killed in two Israeli 
strikes on two houses in Nusei-
rat, one of the enclave's eight 
historic refugee camps. 

There has been no immedi-
ate comment by the Israeli 
army on the two strikes. 
Another strike on a school 
sheltering displaced Palesti-
nian families in the Tuffah 
neighbourhood of Gaza City 
killed at least seven people, 
medics added. The Israeli mili-
tary said in a statement the air 
strike targeted Hamas mili-
tants operating from a com-
mand centre embedded in a 
compound that had previously 

served as Al-Shejaia School. It 
accused Hamas of using the ci-
vilian population and facilities 
for military purposes, which 
Hamas denies. The armed 
wings of Hamas, the Islamic 
Jihad, and other smaller mili-
tant factions said in separate 
statements that their fighters 
attacked Israeli forces oper-

ating in several areas of Gaza 
with anti-tank rockets, mortar 
fire, and explosive devices. 

The renewed surge in viol-
ence in Gaza comes as Israel 
began a  ground operation  in 
Lebanon, saying its para-
troopers and commandos 
were engaged in intense fight-
ing with Iran-backed Hezbol-

lah. The conflict follows devas-
tating Israeli airstrikes against 
Hezbollah's leadership. The 
operation into Lebanon repre-
sents an escalation of the con-
flict in the Middle East 
between Israel and Iran-
backed militants that threatens 
to suck in the U.S. and Iran.  

Hezbollah began firing 

rockets into Israel almost a 
year ago, in support of its ally 
Hamas  in the war in Gaza, 
which began after the militant 
group staged the deadliest as-
sault in Israel's history on Oc-
tober 7. The assault, in which 
Israel says 1,200 people were 
killed and more than 250 taken 
hostage, triggered the war that 
has devastated Gaza, displac-
ing most of its 2.3 million 
population and killing more 
than 41,600 people, according 
to Gaza health authorities. 
Some Palestinians said they 
feared that Israel's shift in focus 
to Lebanon could prolong the 
conflict in Gaza, which marks 
its first anniversary next week. 

"The eyes of the world now 
are on Lebanon while the oc-
cupation continues its killing in 
Gaza. We are afraid the war 
will go on for more months," 
said Samir Mohammed, 46, a 
father of five from Gaza City. "It 
is all unclear now as Israel un-
leashes its force undeterred in 
Gaza, Yemen, Syria, Lebanon, 
and God knows where else in 
the future," he told Reuters via 
a chat app.

Buildings reduced to rubble following an airstrike by Israel                                          - AFP

‘No doubts on Durga Puja in Bangladesh’
DHAKA: Bangladesh interim 
government's Foreign Affairs 
Advisor Mohammed Touhid 
Hossain has said that the wor-
shipers who want to perform 
Durga Puja in Bangladesh "have 
the opportunity to do so", adding 
that Durga Puja has been per-

formed in the country for ages. 
The statement from Touhid 

comes at a time when the 
political situation in Bangladesh 
remains fluid. He underlined 
that there has been no instance 
when Durga Puja was not held 
in the country. On being asked 

if Durga Puja will be celebrated 
in the country, the Foreign Af-
fairs Advisor said, "This is quite 
strange. There could be a 
fringe that may not like Durga 
Puja. Durga Puja has been per-
formed in this country for ages 
and there have been no in-
stances when Durga Puja was 
not held. 

French far-right 
leader under fire in 
EU funds misuse trial
The trial of Marine Le 

Pen, the leader of the 
French far-right opposi-

tion party, Rassemblement Na-
tional  or the National Rally, 
and 24 other people opened 
before the Paris Criminal 
Court on Monday. This trial, 
which will last almost two 
months, until November 27 is 
critical and of extreme political 
importance for Le Pen.   She, 
along with the other deputies 
are suspected of having em-
bezzled funds from the Euro-
pean Parliament to pay 
employees of their political 
party; a suspected case  of ficti-
tious employment aimed at di-
verting money from the 
European Parliament  to the 
party's benefit. 

The Members of European 
Parliament (MEPs) and former 
MEPs of the National Rally, then 
called the National Front, are ac-
cused of having set up a system 
in order to share parliamentary 
assistants. It is alleged that these assistants were 
employed by the National Front for missions 
unrelated to the European Parliament in Stras-
bourg between 2004 and 2016, first under the 
direction of Jean-Marie Le Pen, who was the 
leader of the far-right party till 2011, and then, 
under his daughter, Marine Le Pen. The father-
daughter duo firmly refutes these accusations, 
saying that no personal enrichment took place.  

The lawyer of the European Parliament, Pa-
trick Maisonneuve, however maintains em-
bezzlement is undeniable. According to the 
prosecution, this was a centralised system, 
conceptualised and managed at the highest 
level of the party. Among the former parlia-
mentary assistants, the long-time bodyguard 
of Jean-Marie Le Pen, and then of Marine Le 
Pen has also been implicated. Le Pen will have 
to justify his employment as well as those of 
the others to avoid being convicted.  “We have 
not broken any rules. We have a lot of argu-
ments that can be enumerated in order to de-
fend what seems to me to be the 
parliamentary freedom that is at stake in this 
affair,” said Le Pen before the trial began. The 
leader of the National Rally has already made 
it known that she intends to attend the hear-
ings as often as possible, clearly anxious to be 
able to defend herself. 

However, if she is indeed convicted, she will 
face heavy punishments; 10  years in prison 
and a fine of up to one million euros. In addi-
tion, the sentence carries the penalty of in-
eligibility, that is a 10-year ban from election, 
that would crush all her chances to run for 
President in the 2027 elections.   Along with 
her, nine former MEPs of the Front National 
will appear in court during this trial.  
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Sri Lanka to discuss 
IMF deal in Oct
COLOMBO: Sri Lanka will 
have detailed talks with the 
IMF on the framework of a $2.9 
billion bailout programme on 
the sidelines of the lender's an-
nual meetings in Washington 
later this month, the country's 
cabinet spokesperson said on 

Tuesday, according to Reuters. 
The delegation will be led by 
the country's central bank gov-
ernor, treasury secretary and 
financial advisers to new presi-
dent  Anura Kumara Dis-
sanayake, minister Vijitha 
Herath told reporters. 




