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First, some distressing news. About
2.2percentofIndianslivedwithsome
kind of disability, according to data
from the National Statistics Office’s
2011 Census. What’s more, a report
titled “Disabled Persons in India: A
Statistical Profile 2016” by the Social
StatisticsDivisionundertheMinistry
of Statistics and Programme Imp-
lementation says nearly 20 per cent
of these people have some kind of
movementdisability.

While the ramps at malls, hospi-
tals and other establishments do
make life somewhat easier for
wheelchair-bound persons, they
invariablyneedexternalassistanceto
get into or out of a car, for instance.

ItisthisproblemthatYaliMobility
Pvt Ltd, a start-up incubated at IIT
Madras,hassolvedwiththedevelop-
mentofadevicethathelpssuchpeo-
ple become self-dependent for their
mobilityneeds.Yaliaimstominimise
the pain of handicap by allowing
wheelchair-bound persons to drive
the contraptions on their own,with-
outdependingonothers.

Here’s how. Yali has developed a
special electric mobility vehicle that
hasanin-built ramp-likestructureat
the rear, for the wheelchair to easily
slip intoandgetattachedtothevehi-
cle,which comeswith ane-differen-
tial,amechanismthatensuresbetter
safety for theuser.

In all three- and four-wheelers, a
differential is amechanical part that
brings cornering stability and the
power required for the vehicle’s
wheels to turn left or right.

Yali’s vehicle does not have a
mechanical differential in the axle
shaftbetweentworearwheels.How-
ever, thefirmusestheelectric-differ-
ential, or e-differential, for the ramp
structuretofacilitateeasyingressand
egress for thewheelchairuser.

“We have automated all the
ingress-egress (entry and exit) pro-
cesses, and thevehicle canbe com-
pletely controlled by a single
remote.Thepatient candirectly get
into the vehicle along with his or
herwheelchair, andneedn’t rely on

anyone else to transfer from
wheelchair to vehicle and vice ver-
sa. This gives better physical com-
fort,” says Sakthivel Thayappahn,
director, Yali Mobility.

Thefirmplanstooffertheproduct
on a lease-to-rent or a lease-to-own
modelonapilotbasis (theproduct is
expected tobe launchedbytheyear-
end). Yali will collect a refundable
deposit of ~30,000 from the user for
a 12-month lease agreement with a
monthly rent outgo of ~5,000-6,000.
At the end of the lease, the user can
eitherextenditforanother12months,
orpayafixedsumandbuythevehicle
fromYali.Or simply return it.

IITMadras IncubationCell holds
about six per cent stake in Yali. The

productwasdevelopedbyYali incol-
laboration with Anil Prabhakar and
BobyGeorge, professors fromIITM’s
electrical engineering department.

Themousethatobeysthehead
Deep-tech enterprise Dextroware
Deviceshasdevelopedaproductthat
helpspeoplewithupper-limbdisabil-
ities to control computers with head
movements.

DextrowareDevices,alsoincubat-
ed in IIT-M, developed Mouseware,
anAugmentativeandAlternativeCo-
mmunication(ACC)devicethatgives
theuser control over amouse cursor
bymerelymovinghisorherhead.

“SimilarAACproductsmadeout-
side India start at ~45,000 and a few

go till ~120,000,whereasMouseware
is an integrated device with smart-
phone control, speech-to-text and
switches, and is available for just
~15,000,” says Pravin Kumar, chief
executiveofficer,DextrowareDevices.

Theproductisdifferentfromoth-
ers that use switches or speech-to-
text that individually enable only
clicksandvoice-typing, respectively.
Some also use camera-based tech-
nologies to track the user’s head
movement, which makes them
expensive, remarksKumar.

IITM holds an undisclosed stake
in the company. The product has
passed the EMI/EMC compliance
tests and qualifies under the IEC
60601medical standards.

Outdoormobility
Another deep-tech start-up, Neo-
Motion, also incubatedat IITM, took
three years to develop two products
at the institute that easemobility for
the differently-abled. The innovati-
ons,calledNeoFlyandNeoBolt,have
beencommercialisedandareavaila-
ble across all 31 states in the country.

“Foroutdoormobility,wheelchair
userstypicallyusemodifiedscooters
andtricycles.Veryfewcansafelyand
independentlymoveintothesevehi-
cles,duetowhichtheyareoftencon-
fined at home. NeoFly and NeoBolt
seek to address this problem,” says
SwostikSouravDash,co-founderand
CEOofNeoMotion.

NeoFly is a personalised wheel-
chairdesignedtoenhancehealthand
lifestyle. Its18customisationsensure
aperfect fit to theuser’sneeds.

NeoFly can cover three to five
timesmoredistancewitheverypush
owing to the right posture, a rigid
frameandanergonomicpushrim.A
30 per cent smaller footprint for the
same seating area enhances accessi-
bilityofnarrowspaces.

NeoCushion, a cushion that
comeswitheveryNeoFly, isspecially
designed to enhance stability and
easeof transfer.

NeoBolt, on the other hand, is a
motor-poweredclip-onthatconverts
NeoFly into a safe, roadworthy vehi-
cle. “It is designed to enable wheel-
chair users to go out into the world,
explore life, get employed and have
fun,” saysDash.

NeoBolt eliminates the need to
transfer into other vehicles and can
be independently attached by the
user within seconds. It has a maxi-
mum speed of 25 kmph and travels
up to 30 kmper charge. Dash claims
it can safely be used on uneven ter-
rainsaswell.
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ZeeEntertainmentEnterprises(Zee)maybidfor
media rights in theupcoming e-auctionof the
Indian Premier League (IPL) on its own, the

company’smanagingdirectorandchiefexecutiveoffi-
cerPunitGoenka toldanalysts inacall.

Thisputtorestspeculationthattheentertainment
majorwouldbidforthecricketleaguealongwithSony
PicturesNetworks Indiawithwhomit ismerging.

Addressing investor
queries,Goenkasaidthecom-
pany had a strong balance
sheetandcould, therefore,go
solo during the e-auction,
which is slated for June 12.
“WecanparticipateintheIPL
tenderprocessonourown.We
have a very healthy balance
sheet. Certainly, we have the
qualification to participate in
the tender (process) on our
own,”he said.

Goenka’s statement
acquires significance as Zee
has re-entered sports broad-
casting after six years,
announcing last week that it
had picked up the global
media rights for theUAET20
League.Thetournament,like-
ly to happen thismonth, will
airexclusivelyonZee’s televi-
sionchannelsanditsover-the-
top (OTT) platform, ZEE5, in
Indiaandacross theworld.

While Zee had not speci-
fied the deal size or tenure of the contract, industry
sourceshadestimatedit tobearound~800-900crore
for 10years, given that the league isnew.

As far as the auction for the IPL media rights is
concerned,Zeehadpickedup thebiddocuments for
the 2023-27 media rights cycle along with a host of
other companies, including Disney-Star, Sony, Via-
com18-BodhiTree,Amazon,Apple,Google,Dream11,
SkySportsUK,SuperSport SAandTimes Internet.

Goenka told analysts that Zee could either put in
abidforasinglecategory(suchasdigitalortelevision
rights) or for all four categories as laid out by the

Board of Control for Cricket in India (BCCI) in the
tenderdocument.

“The ITT (invitation to tender) does not preclude
us from bidding for either part or all of the media
rights.Weareevaluatingouroptionsas towhat is the
beststrategyforthecompanygoingforward,”hesaid.

Goenkaalsosaid that thecompanywas lookingat
various options on funding its bid for the IPLmedia
rights. “Wedon’thave topayanymoneyupfront. It is
onlywhen the rights start, youhave topay for them,”
hetoldinvestors.“Tillthattime,thereareinstruments

such as bank guarantees
that are available. We are
evaluatingalloptions,”he
added.

Whilethebidsarelike-
ly to be around 20-25 per
cent higher than the cur-
rent base price of ~33,000
crore,somemediaexperts
saidtheycouldeventouch
~50,000-60,000 crore on
auctionday,dependingon
bidders’ appetite.

Amazon, Apple and
Googlemay focus ondig-
ital rights, sources said.
Attention, meanwhile, is
shifting to broadcasters
Disney-Star, Sony and
Viacom18-Bodhi Tree
withregardtotheirstrate-
gies for theauction.

Disney-Star and Sony
Pictures Network India
declined to comment
when Business Standard
reachedouttothem.Mails

and text messages sent to Viacom18 elicited no
response till the timeof going topress.Experts, how-
ever, said thatViacom18-BodhiTreemaybethemost
aggressive of the three networks, given the expertise
of Uday Shankar, former chairman of Star India and
president ofWaltDisneyAsiaPacific,who isnow the
jointventurepartnerinLupaSystems,aninvestment
entitypromotedbyJamesMurdoch.

Bodhi Tree, which recently announced it was
investing ~13,500 crore in Viacom18, along with
Reliance Industries, is a platform promoted by Lupa
SystemsandShankar.

Start-upspowermobility
forthespeciallyabled

IPL e-auction: Zee
may go solo, says
CEO Punit Goenka
EntertainmentcompanyunlikelytobidwithSonyasit
re-enterssportsbroadcastingaftersixyears

Chennai-basedstart-upsinnovatetooffersolutionsthatallow
customerstoleadmoreindependentlives

Firm footing
YALI MOBILITY
hasdevelopedan
electricmobility
vehiclewithin-built
ramp-likestructureat
therear,allowseasy
ingressandegressfor
wheelchairuser;
productlaunchby
year-endandwillbe
availableonalease-
to-rentoralease-to-
ownmodel

DEXTROWARE
Deviceshas
developed
Mouseware,an
Augmentativeand
Alternative
Communication
devicethatgivesthe
usercontrolovera
mousecursorby
merelymovinghis
orherhead;priced
at~15,000

NEOMOTION
sellstwoproducts,
NeoFly(pricedat
~40,000)andNeoBolt
(~55,000),acrossIndia.
NeoFlycancoverthree
tofivetimesmore
distancewithevery
push;NeoBolt isa
motor-poweredclip-on
thatconvertsNeoFly
intoasafe,roadworthy
vehicle

BACK IN THE GAME
n Zee may go solo during the June 12 IPL media

rights auction

n Company has strong balance sheet, Zee MD
and CEO Punit Goenka said

n The broadcaster may bid for either part of or
all media rights

n Zee evaluating funding options for bid: Goenka

AAmmoobbiilliittyy
pprroodduucctt

ddeessiiggnneeddbbyy
NNeeooMMoottiioonn


