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HACKATHON FOR CRICKET LOVERS
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Chennai

IIT Madras has announced a 
‘Cricket Hackathon 2021’ and 
invited registrations from 
students, professionals, and 
data science enthusiasts. A 
statement said those interest-
ed can participate individu-
ally or as a team with a maxi-
mum of  four members. There 
is no registration fee to enter 
the contest. The competition 

is designed for beginners to 
learn and compete, as well as 
for professionals to showcase 
their capabilities, the state-
ment added. Registrations 
will begin on Tuesday at ht-
tps://onlinedegree.iitm.
ac.in/contest.

As part of  the competition, 
all participants will be pro-
vided with data from past T-20 
matches that can be used to 
train the code for the contest. 
Participants will try to pre-

dict the score at the end of  six 
overs in every innings for a 
set of matches. The contest is 
expected to run for about 50 
innings. 

The results of  the predicted 
score versus the actual will be 
released the day after the 
match is played. The individ-
ual or the team with the low-
est error in their prediction 
over the 50 innings will be de-
clared the overall winner of  
the hackathon.

Prince of Arcot hails SC 
verdict dismissing Rizvi’s plea
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Chennai

THE Prince of  Arcot, Nawab Mo-
hammed Abdul Ali, hailed Su-
preme Court’s verdict of  dis-
missing plea filed by Waseem 
Rizvi, former chairman, UP Shia 
Wakf  Board, seeking removal of  
26 verses from the Qur’an, which 
he alleged promoted violence 
and terrorism. His action has 
been severely condemned by em-

inent people and scholars from 
Shia and Sunni communities.

“There is not a single verse in 
the entire Qur’an, which pro-
motes violence or terrorism. The 
Qur’an condemns unjustified 
violence and terrorism while 
permitting self-defense. Only a 
distorted reading of  verses taken 
out of  context could lead to such 
wrong views, as expressed by 
Rizvi,” said a statement.

A N T O N Y  F E R N A N D O 
@ Nagapattinam

With the ban on fishing near-
ing, the fight between fibre-
glass boat fishermen and mech-
anised boat fishermen has 
stiffened. Fibreglass boat fish-
ers from Seruthur and Ve-
lankanni villages complained 
that mechanised boats were 
trawling as close as 300 metres 
from the shore for the past few 
days and demanded the fisher-
ies department to take appro-
priate action. 

“The boats were trawling as 
close as 300 meters from the 
shore. There will be nothing for 
small fishers like us if  the ‘big 
boys’ devour everything. We 
demand the fisheries depart-
ment to take action on them,” 
said S Anbu, a fibreglass boat 
fisher from Seruthur.

There are 380 fibreglass boats 
in Seruthur and 90 in Velankan-
ni. The villages primarily use 
fibreglass boat for fishing. “We 
are afraid that such illegal ac-
tivities would lead to conflicts 
between villagers. They are 
fishing very close to our area. 
We have planned to raise an ob-
jection at the conference of  
fisherfolks,” said N Kanthaiy-
an, a fisher from Velankanni. 
The department is yet to iden-

tify trawlers along the waters 
of  Seruthur and Velankanni. 

According to Tamil Nadu 
Marine Fishing Regulation Act 
1983, mechanised boats such as 
trawlers, mini trawlers, and 
gillnetter boats are prohibited 
from fishing within five nauti-
cal miles from the shore. Viola-
tion attracts penalties starting 
from `5,000. 

Only fibreglass boats and ca-
noes are allowed to fish within 
limits. The two-month annual 
fishing ban is about to start on 
April 16.
G Jayaraj, Assistant director of  
the fisheries department, said, 
“Fishers are resorting to such 
illegal practices as annual fish-
ing ban is just few days ahead. 
We will take action.”

‘Mechanised trawlers are big 
boys devouring smaller fishers’

A A D H I T H Y A  M S  @ Tiruchy

SOCIAL media is flooded with 
memes trolling supporters of  
the DMK for being over-vigi-
lant about EVMs stored in 
strong rooms. However, agents 
of  the candidates from both the 
Dravidian majors are remain-
ing glued to CCTV screens 
round the clock. They keep 
their eyes fixed on the doors of  
the strong rooms, a duty they 
have taken up on themselves 
till  the day of  counting.

The agents, who work on an 
eight-hour-shift, are allotted a 
room in each counting centre. 
They sit in the rooms and keep 
staring at CCTV monitors to 
watch a footage which displays 
nothing but the doors of  the 
strong rooms and various ap-
proaches leading to it. Candi-

dates from both the Dravidian 
majors are particular about the 
presence of  their agents on a 
24/7 basis. 

V G Jayaraman, an agent for 
a DMK candidate, said, “We are 
working on three shifts. The 
first shift starts at 6 am, the sec-
ond at 2 pm and the third 10 pm. 
We sit in this room and keep 
looking at the screens for eight 
hours. Some people bring food 
from home, while others get 
parcels from hotels. We are also 
served tea and snacks.”  

With a perception doing its 
rounds that EVMs can be ma-
nipulated, political parties are 
leaving no stone unturned to 
protect the people’s mandate.

As soon as the elections were 
over on April 6, officials shifted 
the sealed EVMs to strong 
rooms. At many places, agents 

of  the candidates belonging to 
various political parties were 
seen following the officials in 
their own vehicles.

DMK president M K Stalin, 
on April 7, released a statement 

asking his party cadre to be ex-
tra cautious about EVMs. Simi-
lar statement also came from 
Chief  Minister Edappadi K Pal-
aniswamy later.  On April 8, 
DMK candidate for Kunnam, S 

S Sivasankar, posted on Face-
book that he had got phone 
calls from many people asking 
him to be careful about EVMs, 
and he had, in turn, told them 
that agents had been posted to 
keep an eye on the EVMs.

On Monday, VCK’s Nagapat-
tinam candidate Aloor Shana-
vas personally visited the 
counting centre at EGS Pillay 
Engineering College and inter-
acted with his agent, Mohamed 
Fahim, at the surveillance 
room. Fahim told TNIE, “I am 

on 2 pm to 10 pm shift. I note 
movement or visitors, officials 
or security personnel, and re-
port them to the candidate. If  I 
don’t know who it is, I ask the 
policemen who are on security 
duty here.” 

Amid stories of  corporate 
professionals reducing their 
working days, these  agents 
have volunteered to work, and 
not all of  them are paid for this 
duty. 

On how they manage to be on 
alert, Fahim said, “We do not see 
it as a chore. The dedication to 
the spirit of  our party keeps us 
going. We are protecting the 
mandate of  our people.” There 
would at least two agents from 
each major party at counting 
centres. One agent may take rest 
for a while or browse mobile 
phone to beat the boredom.

ON AN 8-HOUR DUTY TO SAFEGUARD PEOPLE’S MANDATE

Cadre of political parties closely monitoring the live CCTV footage of strong room at 
Jamal Mohamed College in Tiruchy |  M K ASHOK KUMAR

‘Engage all 
under rural 
job scheme’

FARMERS’ PLEA

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Thanjavur

THE All India Agricultural 
Workers Union (AIAWU) has 
urged the district administra-
tion to provide work to all farm 
workers under Mahatma Gan-
dhi National Rural Employ-
ment Guarantee Scheme.

On Monday, a delegation, led 
by union secretary M Chinna-
durai, submitted a petition at 
the Collectorate. The petition-
ers said no major agricultural 
works were underway in the 
district and, therefore,  most of  
the farm workers had been de-
prived of  their livelihood. 

Only a very few workers in 
each village were being provid-
ed work under the rural job 
scheme. They had approached 
the respective block develop-
ment officers for work, but in 
vain. Chinnadurai said that 
there is a chance of  water be-
ing released from the Mettur 
dam on June 12 and farm work-
ers can be hired to desilt the 
canals in the Cauvery delta 
area during April and May.

We do not see it as a chore. 
The dedication to the spirit 
of our party keeps us going. 
Above everything, we are 
protecting the mandate of 
our own people 

Mohamed Fahim, VCK agent

Summer gale keeps banana ryots worried
Though the rain is welcomed by Delta region farmers, the gale forcast later this week is a cause for concern 

M  S  T H A N A R A J  @ Tiruchy 

RESIDENTS across Tiruchy 
district have been heaving a 
sigh of  relief, thanks to the 
moderate rainfall for three 
consecutive days which has 
brought respite from the sear-
ing summer heat.

While most farmers have 
welcomed the rain, those rais-
ing banana alone are worried 
as the annual summer gale has 
been forecast later this week.

According to IMD sources, 
the Mercury went above 105 
degrees Fahrenheit (40 degrees 
Celcius) for more than 10 days. 
However, the depression over 
the southern part of  the Bay 
of  Bengal, brought moderate 
showers over most of  the dis-
tricts, including Tiruchy city, 
for the past three days. 

Temperature in Tiruchy, 
which was 4 to 5 degree Celci-
us higher than normal, has 
come down to around 38 de-
grees Celcius. On average, the 
district has received around 10 
mm sporadic rainfall for the 
past three days. Owing to the 
depression, the districts close 
to the western ghats are likely 
to receive heavy rain in the 

next five days. The districts 
are also likely to be hit by gale 
at a speed of   30-40 knots later 
this week.    

Speaking to TNIE, Tamilar-
asan, a Tiruchy resident said, 
“Most of  the city roads started 
looking deserted owing to the 
heat. The rain has now helped 
us in a big way, by bringing 
down the heat. We hope the 
temperature doesn’t rise too 
high in the following weeks.”

Murugesan, Joint Director 
of  the Agriculture Depart-
ment, said, “Apart from the Na-
varai season paddy, a large 
area is under pulses and mil-
lets cultivation across the dis-
trict, especially in the rural 
parts like Thuraiyur and Up-
pliyapuram. The district has 
received moderate rainfall, be-
low 10 mm on an average, and 
the crops that are in mature 
stages will be benefited. Farm-

ers in Manapparai are quick-
e n i n g  t h e  h a r v e s t  o f  
groundnuts.”

However, Vimala, Deputy 
Director of  Horticulture De-
partment, spoke about one of  
the most common problems 
banana farmers face in the 
month of  April. “Each year, 
thousands of  acres of  banana 
crop get destroyed by the sum-
mer gale or ‘Chiththirai Su-
zhal’ in Tiruchy and delta re-

gion. But for the wind, the 
rainfall would definitely be 
welcomed by the farmers,” she 
said. 

The IMD has forecast an in-
crease in wind speed on 
Wednesday and  Thursday. 
“Though farmers are aware of  
the annual gale, we have em-
phasised that all banana farm-
ers take precautionary meas-
ures like placing support 
beams near the trees,” the of-
ficial added. 

Paddy at DPC hit  
by sudden rain
Pudukkottai: Harvested 
paddy stacked at the Direct 
Procurement Centre at 
Vallavari in Aranthangi got 
drenched in  the sudden 
showers on Monday. 
According to farmers, the 
sacks had not been covered 
properly and this might 
completely spoil the paddy.
Thousands of sacks of 
harvested paddy had been 
placed in the DPC, and only 
some had been covered 
using tarpaulin sheets

Following rain, a farmer seen covering harvest-ready black grams using tarpaulin sheet in Seerathoppu |  M K ASHOK KUMAR

Mechanised boats seen close to the shore near Seruthur on 
Monday evening |  EXPRESS

Planning to 
raise their 
objection
“We are afraid 
that such illegal 
activities would 
lead to conflicts 
between 
villagers. 
Mechanised 
boats are 
fishing very 
close to our 
area. We have 
planned to raise 
an objection at 
the conference 
of fisherfolks,” 
said N 
Kanthaiyan, of 
Velankanni

Cash prizes and 
certificates
Cash prizes and certificates 
await top 50 winners and there 
will be T-shirts for daily winners, 
the statement said.
Registrations will begin on 
Tuesday at https://
onlinedegree.iitm.ac.in/contest. 
The results of the predicted 
score versus the actual will be 
released the day after the 
match is played
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