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degree from Ferguson
CollegeinPuneandonefrom
the Law College in the uni-
versity there. And unlike
manyartistesborninto fam-
ilies wheremusicwas a gen-
erations-old tradition or
thosewhotrainedsincethey
were children, Atre found
melodysomewherealongthe
way of life.
The internationally

renowned Hindustani clas-
sicalmusic vocalist from the
KiranaGharanadefiedmany
astereotype,hadnomusical
backgroundanddidn’tfollow
tradition blindly either.
Infact,shewouldsayquite

simply that singing was bet-
ter than dissecting frogs or
defending criminals.
“Iwasstudyingscienceand

then law and never thought
in my wildest dream that I
wouldbeamusician.Mypar-
entswereintoacademicsand
in fact my mother’s illness
broughtmusic to our house.
She used to learn the har-
monium and I used to sit
besideher.Sheleftmusicbut
I continued,”
Atre told PTI in January

2022 after receiving the
Padma Vibhushan, the
nation’ssecondhighestcivil-
ian honour.
Itwasthethirdintheseries

forthemuchfetedsingerwho
had received thePadmaShri
in 1990 and the Padma

Bhushan in 2002.
Music,saidtheartistewho

wasdubbedthe‘swara-yogi-
ni’, was her destiny. Right up
till theend,asshehadprom-
ised herself.
Atrewas apioneer inpop-

ularising Indian classical
music in thewest, givingher
first performance in 1969.
Shedisplayedconstantinno-
vation and creative endeav-
our in treatment,designand
presentation of the musical
material.
Whether ‘khyaal’, ‘tarana’,

‘thumri’, ‘dadra’, ‘ghazal’, or
‘bhajan’, her sincerity to her
artandsensitivitytothetimes
clearlysurfacedinherthink-
ing and her singing.
PM MODI CONDOLES
DEMISEOFPRABHAATRE:
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi condoled the death of
classical singer Prabha
Atre and said her life was a
symphonyofexcellenceand
dedication.
“Dr. Prabha Atre Ji was a

luminary of Indian classical
music, whose work was
admirednot just in Indiabut
across theglobe.Her lifewas
a symphony of excellence
and dedication. Her efforts
havegreatlyenrichedourcul-
tural fabric. Pained by her
demise. Condolences to her
family and admirers. Om
Shanti,” the prime minister
said in a post on X.

Queen Prabha Atre goes...

According to the sources,
a consensus emerged on
Kharge’s appointment as the
chairperson of the bloc. An
officialannouncementonthe
appointment is
awaited. As many as 28
Opposition parties have
come together under the
banneroftheIndianNational
Developmental Inclusive
Alliance(I.N.D.I.A.)totakeon
the BJP in the coming Lok
Sabha elections.
NITISHKUMAR‘NO’TOBE
CONVENOR OF I.N.D.I.A.
BLOC:BIHARChiefMinister
and Janata Dal (United)
national president Nitish
Kumar on Saturday rejected
the post of convenor of the
Indian National
Developmental Inclusive

Alliance (I.N.D.I.A.) bloc,
sources said. According to
sources the Bihar Chief
Minister suggested that
someone from the Congress
should take responsibility of
the post.
Nationalist Congress Party
(NCP) chief Sharad Pawar
attended the meeting of
I.N.D.I.A. bloc leaders via
video conferencing in
Mumbai.
Tamil Nadu Chief Minister
and DMK leader MK Stalin
and party leader Kanimozhi
Karunanidhi attended the
meeting via video confer-
encing in Chennai. Bengal
Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee was absent as she
wasattendingapre-decided
State programme.

Congress’ Nyay Yatra to...
thepartybelievesitwillprove
to be as “transformative” as
Gandhi’searliercross-coun-
trymarch.TheCongress has
said that it is taking out the
BharatJodoNyayYatraasthe
Government didnot give it a
chance to raise people’s
issues in Parliament and the
initiativeisaimedatre-estab-
lishing the principles of jus-
tice, liberty, equalityandfra-
ternity enshrined in the
Constitution.
Though the Congress has

stressed that this is not an
electoral yatra, it comes at a
crucial juncture as the
party seeks to revive its for-
tunes after a poor showing
inthelastroundofAssembly
elections.WiththeBJPfocus-
ing on the January 22 Ram
temple consecration cere-
mony, theCongresswants to
put the spotlight on bread-
and-butter issues through
this yatra. Gandhi had on
Friday said emotional issues

are being “misused” politi-
cally and attention is being
diverted from real issues, in
a “betrayal” of the people of
the country. In a post on X,
the former Congress
President said, “The youth
willhavetothinkaboutwhat
will be the identity of the
India of our dreams?
Quality of life or just emo-
tions?Youthraisingprovoca-
tive slogansor theemployed
youth? Love or hate?”.
MANIPUR GOVT IMPOSES
RESTRICTIONS: THE
Manipur Government has
imposed restrictions on the
flagging off programme of
Congress’ Bharat Jodo Nyay
Yatra in Thoubal district on
January 14 stating that the
programme should not
exceedanhourandthenum-
berofparticipantsbeamax-
imum3,000.Thepermission
was issued by the office of
Thoubal Deputy
Commissioner on Jan. 11.

Maldives President talks...
In his media briefing in

Male,MuizzusaidChinahas
granted USD 130 million in
assistance for his country.
Muizzusaidthebulkofthe

USD 130 million assistance
will be spent on redevelop-
ing the roads inMale, where
themayor election was held
on Saturday. In a setback to
Muizzu, the pro-India
opposition Maldivian
Democratic Party secured a
landslidevictoryintheMale’s
Mayoral election.
Muizzu was the former

Mayor of the capital city
before getting elected to the
Presidency inNovember last
year. “That is approximately
USD 130 million in grants.
This will be spent on devel-
opmental projects. The
biggest spending will be on
thedevelopmentoftheroads
of Male,” he was quoted as
saying by local news portal
Sun Online.
Also, China’s Ambassador

to MaldivesWang Lixin said

Maldiveswillreceivesupport
for more development proj-
ects fromBeijingif theyalign
withPresidentXi’sinitiatives.
Wang, who accompanied

Muizzu onhis visit to China,
said there are three key fac-
tors to the strong relations
betweenMaldivesandChina.
“Thefirstandmostimpor-

tant factor is mutual politi-
cal trust. The second factor
is to strengthen the docking
of President Xi’s initiatives
and the national develop-
ment strategy of President
Muizzu. And with this
docking, I think we can
decideonmoreprojects that
benefit the Maldivian peo-
ple,” she said.
Wang said that the third

one is to follow theprinciple
of extensive consultation,
joint construction, and also
sharedbenefits. “I think that
with these three key factors,
we will have a very fruitful
andsustainablecooperation
in the future,” she said.

Kharge’s name emerges as...

NEW DELHI, Jan 13 (PTI)

BJP President J P Nadda on
Saturday took a swipe at the
Oppositionbloc INDIA, saying
it is a virtual alliance which is
doingvirtualmeetingsasamere
formality and that its leaders’
two-point agenda is to save
their families and properties.
Addressing ameeting of the

Bharatiya JanataYuvaMorcha
to launch ‘Namo Navmatdata
Abhiyan’ to connectwith first-
timevoters,hesaidwhilePrime
Minister Narendra Modi is
working foradeveloped India,
empowering the youth, farm-
ers andwomen, and removing
poverty, theOppositionstands
for “removing Modi”.

Whenheenquiredaboutthe
meetingofI.N.D.I.A.parties,he
wastoldtheyweremeetingvir-
tually, Nadda said. “A virtual
alliance will do virtual meet-
ings only. It will do so for the
sake of formalities,” he said.
Opposition leaders, includ-

ing the likes ofMKarunanidhi
and Parkash Singh Badal who
are nomore, were always con-
cerned about their children’s
political future,hesaid,attack-
ing Mamata Banerjee, Sharad
Pawar,FarooqAbdullahandM
K Stalin among others. Isn’t
Akhilesh Yadav concerned
about Dimple Yadav, his wife
and a Lok SabhaMP, he asked.
Allof themarefacingsomeCBI
or EDcases, he claimed, alleg-

ing that they commit corrup-
tionbutabuseprobeagencies.
In a reference to former

Congress Presidents Sonia
Gandhi and Rahul Gandhi, he
said both are on bail. Nadda
asserted that Modi has rede-
fined politics with his empha-
sison“sabkasaath,sabkavikas”
andhasleftOppositionparties
without any issue. “They are
unable tomake out as to what
issues they should raise,” he
said, alleging that they used to
resort to divide and rule in the
nameof religion and caste but
Modi has changed the con-
ventional approach. PM has
identified the poor, youth,
farmersandwomenasthefour
biggest castes, he noted.

Virtual alliance doing virtual meet: Nadda’s swipe at Oppn

BJP National President J P Nadda with BJP National General
Secretary Vinod Tawde, Bharatiya Janata Yuva Morcha (BJYM)
President Tejasvi Surya and others during the launch of ‘Namo
Navmatdata’ campaign of BJYM at party headquarters in New
Delhi on Saturday. (PTI)

KOLKATA, Jan 13 (PTI)

TRINAMOOL Congress, which
abstainedfromthevirtualmeet-
ing of the I.N.D.I.A. bloc, on
Saturday affirmed its commit-
ment to itbut said thatCongress
should recognise its limitations
in West Bengal and permit the
party to spearhead the political
battle in it.
A TMC MP, familiar with the

situation, emphasising the par-
ty’s“dedication” to the grouping
said, “We are committed to
the INDIA alliance and want to
work together to defeat BJP. But
we sincerely wish that the
Congress leadership acknowl-
edges the limitations andweak-

nesses of their Bengal unit and
allowsus (TMC) to lead the fight
in the state.”
The Trinamool Congress on

Friday said that Mamata

Banerjeewillnotbeabletoattend
the virtual meeting as she has
“priorengagementsandwillnot
be able to change them at 16
hours notice”.

Committed to I.N.D.I.A., but Cong should
acknowledge its limitations in WB: TMC

MUMBAI, Jan 13 (PTI)

SHIV Sena (UBT) president
UddhavThackerayonSaturday
didn’t attend the virtual
meeting of the Opposition
I.N.D.I.A.bloccitingascheduled
programme.
He also said the party had

already informed (the
Opposition bloc) about its

inability to attend the
meeting. “There shouldn’t be
any misunderstanding. I have
expressedmyinabilitytoattend
the meeting as I had to attend
ascheduledprogrammewhich
involved a lot of moving
around. In such a scenario,
attending the meeting
would have been difficult,”
Thackeray said.

Uddhav skips I.N.D.I.A. bloc meeting

KOLKATA, Jan 13 (PTI)

UNION Information and
Broadcasting Minister Anurag
Thakur on Saturday launched a
scathing attack on the
Opposition I.N.D.I.A. bloc
questioning its cohesion, lead-
ership, and policy.
His remarks come against the

backdropof thealliance’sefforts

to present a united front. “What
kind of alliance is this? It is driv-
en by ego and arrogance where
leaders refuse to even commu-
nicate with each other,” Thakur
said here onSaturday.Hepoint-
edoutinconsistencieswithinthe
alliance, highlighting the differ-
ing opinions of key leaders such
as Adhir Chaudhary, Mamata
Banerjee and others.

LAWLESSNESS, CORRUPTION
ATPEAK INWB,SAYSTHAKUR:
Thakur on flayed the TMC
GovernmentinWestBengal,alleg-
ing a severe breakdown in law
and order and unprecedented
levels of corruption in State.
Thakur’s remarks come in the
wake of the recent controversy
surrounding theassault on three
ED officials.

I.N.D.I. Alliance driven by ego, arrogance: Thakur

ED arrests 5 in Rajasthan
paper leak PMLA case
NEW DELHI, Jan 13 (PTI)

THEEnforcementDirectorate on Saturday said
it has arrested five people as part of its money
launderinginvestigationintoanallegedteacher
recruitment exampaper leak case inRajasthan.
SureshKumaraliasSureshSau,VijayDamore,

Peeraram, Pukhraj, and Arun Sharmawere tak-
en into custody under the provisions of the
Prevention of Money Laundering Act (PMLA)
on January 11, the agency said.
They were sent to three-day ED custody by a

special PMLA court in Jaipur, it said in a state-
ment. The probe pertains to alleged paper leak
case of senior teacher 2nd grade competitive
examination, 2022 in Rajasthan.
FormerRajasthanPublicServiceCommission

(RPSC) member Babulal Katara and two other
persons identified as Anil Kumar Meena and
Bhupendra Saran were earlier arrested by the
ED in this case.
Arun Sharma provided 29 candidates (for

whom leaked papers were arranged and who
were appearing for the said competitive exam-
ination) toAnilKumarMeena in lieuofRs2 lakh
per candidate, the ED said.

India lodges protest with UK
over visit of envoy to PoK
NEW DELHI, Jan 13 (PTI)

INDIA has registered a strong protest with the
UKover the visit to PakistanOccupiedKashmir
(PoK) by its High Commissioner to Islamabad
alongwithanotherBritishofficial.TheMinistry
of External Affairs said such “infringement” of
India’s sovereignty and territorial integrity is
“unacceptable”.
“India has taken a serious note of the highly

objectionable visit of the British High
Commissioner in Islamabad, along with a UK
Foreign Office official, to Pakistan occupied
KashmironJanuary10,”itsaid.“ForeignSecretary
has lodged a strongprotestwith theBritishHigh
CommissionerinIndiaonthisinfringement,”MEA
said. “The Union Territories of Jammu and
Kashmir and Ladakh are, have been and shall
always remain an integral part of India,” it said
in a statement.

Search op on in Poonch to
track down terrorists
JAMMU, Jan 13 (PTI)

ACORDON-AND-SEARCHoperationwasunder-
way in Poonch district of Jammu and Kashmir
on Saturday to track down terrorists who had
fired on a convoy of Army vehicles a day ago,
officials said.Therewasnocasualty in theattack
on the convoy on Friday.
Troops are using sniffer dogs and aerial sur-

veillance tocombthearea,whichhasdense for-
est, the officials said.


