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IIT Delhi to
fill seats for
89 vacancies

Indian Institute Technology Delhi has invited
applications for 89 non-academic posts.
The vacancies are for: Assistant Registrar,
Assistant Administrative Officer, Administrative
Assistant, Junior Accounts & Audit Officer,
Accounts & Audit Assistant, Superintending
Engineer, Assistant Executive Engineer (Civil),

Junior Engineer (Civil), Assistant Executive
Engineer (Electrical), Junior Engineer (Electrical),
Application Analyst.
Candidates are required to apply online by
March 20, 5pm, through the institute’s website:
https://ecampus.iitd.ac.in/IITDSR-0/login

- Staff Reporter

Let's be honest.
Nothing in my re-
sume would sug-

gest I’d unschool. I topped
every class, won every
contest. I applied to pre-
cisely one college for my
undergraduate degree—
by then, I was used to se-
curing the things I de-
sired—and was welcomed
in. I moved abroad,
earned two Master’s de-
grees—one in modern lit-
erature, another in broad-
cast journalism, besides a
certificate in media law—and finally,
pursued more certificates in studio art
and creative writing.

In other words, I spent the first three
decades of  my existence collecting ed-
ucational stamps. Stripped of  them—
what was I exactly?—I couldn’t tell.

It was while I was pursuing the last
of  the certificates that something in
me shifted. I was in Greece. I had
signed up for all the classes in The
Aegean Center for the Fine Arts — pho-
tography and art history and sculpting.
Every minute of  every day, weekends
included, was governed by a self-im-
posed timetable.

I was scurrying for my first photog-
raphy class, when Elizabeth Carson,
the famed American photographer
with a gentle eye and an even gentler
soul, stopped me. ‘How do you find the
Aegean sunset?’ she asked. I stared.

It was the first time I had considered
pausing. I paused long enough to re-
alise that I had spent an entire fort-
night on a Greek island and had barely
noticed the sun.

I did not attend Liz’s photography
class. Instead, I walked to the jetty. The
sun was oozing. Soon, it would plunge
into the bluer than blue sea, scatter red
and gold.

I spent a lot of  my time in Greece
watching the sky. I attended classes
sparingly, choosing those that truly
called out to me, letting the rest pass. I
gathered lupins. I lay in fields of  pop-
pies.

And as I lay down, I realised what
had happened to me — how, in becom-
ing the model student, the poster child
for a school education, I had mislaid
something vital — the capacity to know
the world, to let the world touch me.

I had mislaid far too many sunsets.

So here’s the thing
about mainstream school-
ing. We know it debili-
tates the kids who don’t fit
in, the wild ones reluctant
to compete and ascend.
But what we don’t speak
of  sufficiently, or speak of
at all, is how much more
it injures those of  us who
do keep pace; the ones
who shine.

In aligning ourselves
with (oftentimes point-
less) rigour, with the kind
of  busywork schooling

asks for, we lose the ability to practice
wonder.

To clarify, in my own instance, I don’t
view my later education — the colleges
and universities I sought out, the pro-
fessors who held me by hand — as the
problem (in fact, these experiences
saved me). But I do hold schools culpa-
ble of  a kind of  traumatic reshaping; of
instilling in me, when I was at my most
impressionable, the belief  that my
worth was directly proportional to a
number on a scorecard and my sole
purpose was to meet a target.

It has taken over a decade to reclaim
what I must have known when I was
four — that I have nothing to prove. It
has taken painful effort. It has asked
for a constant letting go of  a worldview
that aligns achievement with busyness;
that equates beauty with perfection.

It has asked for a toppling over of  a
‘schoolish’ mindset — a mindset so
firm, so central to self, that gentle par-
enting advocate Rachel Rainbolt says it
can take over a month of  emotional
detox to shake off  the impact of  a sin-
gle year of  formal early education.

This shaking off  — which often be-
gins with an admission of  school dam-
age and evolves into an attempt at
changing set patterns of  schooled
‘thinking until a paradigm shift hap-
pens’ (Robyn Coburn) — is what is spo-
ken of  as deschooling.

I’m still getting deschooled. Ever so
often — when my well-schooled self
takes over — I find myself  measuring
my ‘achievements’ against an arbi-
trary timeline. I find myself  seeking
validation for my work. I find myself
pulling back — there’s no time to daw-
dle! — as the sun sparks amber.

But my son, as yet untainted by
school, insists that I pause.
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After several pleas for
postponement, the
National Board of

Examinations (NBE) finally
conducted the National Eligi-
bility cum Entrance Test
Postgraduate (NEET PG)
2023 as scheduled on Sunday,
March 5, from 9 am to 12:30
pm. Candidates expect high
counselling cutoffs this year
after the exam because they
found the NEET PG paper to
be moderately easy. Many
students also observed that
the same question was asked
multiple times with different
syntax.

“The questions in this
year’s NEET PG were easy, it
was the multiple options that
were confusing. The paper
largely followed the typical
format of  200 questions and
several questions resembled
the ones that have been asked
in the past,” said Dr Lakhan
Prakash Gupta from Aligarh
Muslim University, Aligarh.

As one of  the students who
demanded a postponement,
Lakhan believed that if  he
had a few more days to pre-
pare after finishing his in-
ternship, he could have ex-
celled at the paper. “On aver-
age, I spend anywhere be-
tween 12-15 hours at my in-
ternship every day. This rou-
tine left me with very little
time to prepare for NEET
and a postponement would
have certainly helped us all.
The entire process of  prepa-
ration was shaky since we
were hoping for an extension
of  dates,” said Lakhan, who
will finish his internship
with Jawaharlal Nehru Med-
ical College only in mid-
April.

Seeing their schedules

wound up around intern-
ships, a plea to postpone the
national medical entrance
exam was even made to the
Supreme Court where a
bench of  Justices S R Bhat
and Dipankar Datta refused
to entertain petitions seeking
a postponement, saying there
is nothing in this world that
would prevent somebody
from trying again. Interning
students admitted to having
put themselves through a
strenuous schedule to cope
with the exam.

“I would spend at least ten
hours at the hospital on non-
emergency days. After din-
ner, I would sit with my
books till at least 1 am and re-
peat the schedule over and
over for months. The pres-
sure took a toll on our health
and habits. I stopped going to
the gym to devote my full at-
tention to NEET. There is no
respite after exams too as I’ve
used up my leave days during
prep time,” said Dr Ritika
Raj, a medical intern in Bi-

har.
With their exam cities as-

signed far away, many even
applied for leave at their hos-
pitals to travel to their exam
centres a day prior to the
exam. Such was the case
with Dr Prashant Kumar
Singh, whose test centre was
70 km away from Patna. “I
was assigned to the surgery
department, where working
long hours is the norm.
NEET PG is the type of
exam that requires a thor-
ough review of  the syllabus
prior to taking the test; on
many days, I did not have the
energy to revise after work-
ing long hours at the hospi-
tal. My parents would call
me to ask about my prepara-
tion, which was certainly a
motivator but it made me re-
alise the weight of  expecta-
tions too,” said Dr Prashant,
an intern at BMIMS Nalan-
da.

On Sunday, the NEET PG
was held across 267 test cities
for admission to 26,168 Doc-

tor of  Medicine (MD), 13,649
Master of  Surgery (MS), and
922 PG Diploma seats. No ma-
jor technical glitches were re-
ported by the students while
Union Health Minister Man-
sukh Mandaviya also con-
ducted reviews of  certain
NEET PG centres to ensure
that the exam went off
smoothly.

In a video surfacing on
Twitter, Mandaviya was also
seen assuring parents that
the students will have to ap-
pear for the National Exit
Test (NExT) in 2024, which is
set to replace the NEET PG
and Foreign Medical Gradu-
ate Examination (FMGE) in
the coming year.

This year, the NEET PG
exam results are expected to
be announced online by
March 31 in the format of  a
merit list. Only candidates
who meet the minimum cut-
off  percentile for the test will
be eligible to participate in
the NEET PG 2023 coun-
selling.

Medical interns push
through NEET PG in haste

Higher admission cutoffs expected
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Two teachers
among 5 held
for ‘leaked’
HSC paper
MUSAB QAZI / Mumbai

The Buldhana Police on
Sunday arrested five
people, including two

teachers at a private school,
for allegedly leaking parts of
the Maths paper of  the ongo-
ing class 12 board exam 30
minutes before the test on
Saturday.

Three of  the accused hail
from Bhandari village the
district's Sindkhed Raja
Taluka, while the teachers
live are residents of  Shen-
durjan village in Sindkhed
Raja and Kingaon Jattu vil-
lage in the nearby Lonar
taluka. On Sundah, they
were produced at a court in
Deulgaon Raja, which re-
manded them to police cus-
tody for 10 days.

The police said that they
are probing if  there are oth-
er people involved in the
malpractice, as the images
were shared on various
WhatsApp groups.

A first information report
(FIR) was registered under
sections 5 and 6 of  the Maha-
rashtra Prevention of  Mal-
practices at University,
Board and Other Specified
Examinations Act, 1982 on
Saturday following a com-
plaint of  paper leak by Rang-
nath Gawde, Block Educa-
tion Officer, Panchayat
Samiti, Sindkhed Raja. The
Maharashtra State Board of
Secondary and Higher Sec-
ondary Education (MSB-
SHSE) is also investigating
the matter.

However, the board said
that there won't be any re-
test of  Maths paper as it did-
n't find the purported leak to
be widespread. It also said
that the students had en-
tered their exam centres for
the 11 am Higher Secondary
School Certificate (HSC) pa-
per before the images were
out at 10:30 am.


