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The PM 2.5 level recorded at 
Madurai on Friday. Nitrogen dioxide 
level was at 27 µg/m3 against the 
prescribed standard of 80 µg/m3
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Corpn did not give 
us enough garbage 
trucks: Contractor
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Madurai

DESPITE repeated claims of  
improvement by authorities, 
sanitation concerns remain vis-
ible across Madurai city with 
public places being used as a 
dumping space for residents. 
While residents and corpora-
tion officials hold the contrac-
tor responsible for failing to 
maintain sanitation standards, 
agency workers however cite 
operational challenges hinder-
ing their work. 

The contract workers allege 
that there is a shortage of  com-
pactor vehicles for collecting 
waste. A company representa-
tive from Ourland agency said 
the corporation had provided 
only 11 compactor vehicles 
against the promised 40, affect-
ing transportation of  collected 
waste. The agency also said the 
proposed transit centres at 
Thathaneri and Kochadai would 
help improve waste movement 
and disposal once they become 
operational. However, corpora-
tion officials maintained that 
several compactor vehicles 
could not be deployed due to me-

chanical faults. Another added 
problem is the city corporation 
removing public bins at Avani-
yapuram, Padma Theatre, Vil-
lapuram, and other places, forc-
ing the residents to dump 
garbage at roadside corners and 
vacant spaces.

“In many areas, residents re-
sort to open dumping, which 
the corporation only clears the 
next morning. The corporation 
could at least reinstall bins that 
were removed to prevent open 
dumping,” said K Saravanan, a 
resident. 

Rail coach restaurant opened at Rameswaram station
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Madurai

THE first rail coach restaurant 
in the Madurai Division of  
Southern Railway was inaugu-
rated at the Rameswaram rail-
way station on Friday by DRM 
Om Prakash Meena.

Speaking to the media, the 
DRM said the facility was 
aimed at providing quality food 
at reasonable prices to passen-
gers and pilgrims visiting Ram-
eswaram. He added that main-
taining the standards of  the 

restaurant would be a priority. 
“This is the first rail coach res-
taurant in the Madurai Divi-
sion. It will benefit passengers 
and pilgrims arriving at Ram-
eswaram. We will provide good 
quality food at reasonable pric-
es,” he said.

Responding to queries, the 
DRM said plans were underway 
to introduce similar coach res-
taurants at other stations in the 
division, including Kovilpatti, 
Tiruchendur and Palani. The 
functioning of  the Rameswar-

am facility would be monitored 
before expanding the initiative 
to other locations. Meanwhile, 
on the ongoing redevelopment 
works at Rameswaram railway 
station, Meena said the project 
was expected to be completed 
by July-end or August. On re-
sumption of  train services be-
tween Rameswaram and Chen-
nai, he said the decision would 
be taken by the Railway Board 
and the division was ready to 
operate the service once an an-
nouncement was made.

Compensation for land delayed, court officials try to seize collectorate property
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Madurai

TENSION prevailed at the Col-
lectorate on Friday after court 
officials arrived to seize vehi-
cles and office assets, including 
cars and computers, over the 
non-payment of  compensation 
for land acquired by the Na-
tional Highways Department.

Around 2.5 acres belonging 

to Arulmigu Pillayarpatti 
Karpaga Vinayagar Nagar-
athar Trust, located in Uthangu-
di, was acquired by the Nation-
al Highways Department in 
2004.

As compensation for the ac-
quired land had not been paid 
until 2022, petitioner Lakshma-
na Chettiar filed a case in the 
Additional District Court, Ma-
durai, seeking payment of  dues 

amounting to `2.42 crore.
The court subsequently di-

rected the Madurai District 
Collector, the District Revenue 
Officer of  the National High-
ways Land Acquisition Wing, 
and the National Highways 
Land Acquisition Officer to pay 
compensation to the petitioner.
Despite the court order, the au-
thorities allegedly failed to dis-
burse the compensation 

amount, which has now risen 
to around `3.5 cr.

Acting on the court’s direc-
tion, the petitioner, accompa-
nied by lawyers and court staff, 
arrived at the Collectorate to 
initiate seizure proceedings. 
The list of  assets marked for 
seizure included the District 
Collector’s car, 13 vehicles, 100 
computers, 20 laptops, 200 bu-
reaus, 200 chairs, along with 

Xerox machines, printers, and 
air conditioners.

Since the District Collector’s 
official vehicle had already 
been moved, seizure notices 
were pasted on vehicles belong-
ing to officials, including the 
District Revenue Officer of  the 
National Highways Land Ac-
quisition Division and the Rev-
enue Divisional Officer.

Court officials then moved to 

seize office equipment, includ-
ing computers. However, fol-
lowing talks between District 
Collector P Akash and the peti-
tioner’s side, the Collector 
sought one month’s time to set-
tle the issue.

Following the assurance, the 
seizure proceedings were tem-
porarily withdrawn, and the 
petitioner along with the legal 
team left the premises.

Spot admission 
for 103 students 
at grievance camp
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Madurai

ALL 103 students got spot ad-
mission in government arts and 
science colleges, government 
polytechnics and government 
ITIs at a grievance camp held at 
the Collectorate on Friday. The 
camp was organised by the dis-
trict administration as part of
efforts to achieve 100% Gross 
Enrolment Ratio in higher 
education.A majority of  the 262 
students who attended the camp 
was from government schools.

The camp targeted students 
who have not yet applied for 
higher education and those re-
quiring assistance, including 
students who have lost both 
parents, single-parent students 
without financial support, stu-
dents with disabilities.

Speaking to TNIE, S San-
theeswari, a differently abled 
student from Government 
Higher Secondary School, 
Thiruvathavur, said that al-
though she scored 389 out of  600
in the Class 12 public examina-
tion, she was uncertain about 
continuing her education due 
to her family’s poor financial 
condition.  (Read full story on 
www.newindianexpress.com)

ELECTRI ‘FLYING’ VIEW 
The Vandiyur kanmoi lit  up by bolts of lightning as rain lashed Madurai on Friday evening |  K K SUNDAR

Garbage dumped along a road in 
Madurai city |  K K SUNDAR

Interior of newly inaugurated railway 
coach restaurant in Rameswaram | EXPRESS

E X P R E S S  R E A D

Rajasthan youth held for 
possessing 300 kg ganja
DINDIGUL: Police seized 300 kg of 
banned gutka products hidden in a 
car and arrested a 23-year-old 
Rajasthan youth during a vehicle 
check near Thadikombu on 
Thursday. During an inspection, 
police intercepted Mukesh Kumar 
from Rajasthan. Further inquiry 
revealed that he was attempting 
to transport banned gutka 
products for sale from a warehouse 
located in Roja Nagar. Police 
searched the warehouse and seized 
24 plastic sacks containing around 
300 kg of gutka, which had been 
concealed inside a car. Kumar was 
arrested but the police have 
launched a search to trace the 
warehouse owner, Deepak Kumar, 
who is absconding.  ENS

Environmental nod sought 
for desilting Vaigai dam
MADURAI: The WRD department 
has submitted proposal to the 
state government seeking 
environment clearance to carry 
out the long pending Vaigai dam 
desilting work. Official sources 
said the department has initiated 
steps to remove accumulated silt 
from the reservoir. The proposal is 
aimed at restoring the original 
capacity of the reservoir. 
According to sources, the 
department has sought State 
Environmental Impact 
Assessment Authority (SEIAA) to 
obtain environmental clearance 
for the proposed desilting work at 
the Vaigai dam.  ENS
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Ó j Õ m úSô d ¡ p H t ù L ] úY ùNV p 
T hP EÓ U û X l ú T hûP, §Ú ù S p 
ú Y# ×Õ l © d L j R dL G¬ N d§ Y hP 
AÛ Y X L e L ° u ¨ o YôL Aû U l× 
Uß º W û U d L l T hÓ ùN uû] , §Ú f£, 
§Ú ù S p ú Y#, úLôûY, UÕûW B¡V 
CP e Lû[ Rû X û U « P e L [ô 
L d ùLô iÓ 5 ×§V U i P X e L s 
Aû U d L l T h Ó s [] . CR u ê X m 

Lô t \ ôûX U t ß m ã¬V ª u 
§ hP e L ° u ùNV p Tô Ó L s 
JÚ e ¡ û Q d L l T hÓ ®û W 
Ü T Ó j R l T Ó m.  C kR 5 G¬ 
N d§ U i P X e L ° u § hP 
ù N V p Tô hûP YÛ l T Ó jR 
ùN uû]  ª u Yô ¬V Rû XûU 
AÛ Y X L j § p R² j § hP 
AU Xô d L m U t ß m L i Lô 

¦ l × d Lô]  áÓ R p ùTôß l × L Þ m 
EÚ Yô d L l T h Ó s [] . C kR SP Y ¥ d 
û L Vô p Lô t \ ôûX U t ß m ã¬V ª u 
§ hP e L Þ d Lô]  Aà U§ Sû P Ø 
û \  L s G° û U Vô d L l T hÓ, ØR Ä h 
Pô [ o L s U t ß m ª u E t T j § Vô [ o 
L Þ dÏ JÚ e ¡ û Q kR úNûY YZ e 
L l T Ó m. 

CR u êX m TÑûU ª u NôW E t 
T j§ §\ u úUÛ m EV Ú m. 2030} dÏ s  
×Õ l © d L j R dL G¬ N d§ E t T j §ûV 
L¦ N UôL EV o j Õ m Uô¨X AW £ u 
CX dûL Aû PV C kR ¨ o YôL Uß º W 
û U l× Ø d ¡V Ø u ú ]  t \  UôL Aû U 
Ù m Gu\ôo AYo.
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